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HOPEFUL VISION
Together, we will invite others

to join us in mission by 
giving from their blessings
to build a community of 

compassion while serving 
our neighbors, especially 

those in need.

DEFINING MISSION 
Build resources to support 

the congregation, 
its ministries, and other 

like-minded organizations. 
ULTIMATE PURPOSE

Unite with community members 
to advance the SSJ mission and 

continue responding to the 
ever-changing needs of the 
era and area for generations

to come. 

PURPOSE - The SSJs’ creativity thrives in 
GAMEStrs’ Art Class with Lee Steadman – more on 
pages 8 and 9

MISSION - Sr. Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, presents 
Mabel Howard, Bethany Outreach Center Executive 
Director, with their first gift from the Thanksgiving 
Fund – more on page 14

VISION - Donors like Ron and Ann DiVecchio 
(sitting left and center) shared lunch and the gratitude 
of the Sisters – more on pages 2 through 36

In 2023, the Sisters of St. Joseph Mission and 
Ministries Foundation created a new Website, 
Facebook page, and monthly newsletter to share 
the Foundation’s good works.
These three communication outlets will 
remind us of the Sisters’ past, convey current 
information, and acknowledge and thank those 
who engage with the Foundation. We will inspire 
others to make a future connection by supporting 
the Sisters’ mission and their ministries. 

Check us out!

Join our Facebook community at  
https://www.facebook.com/ssjmmf

Visit our website at www.ssjmmf.org  
for news, videos, events and more!
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As I reflect on my life as a Sister of St. Joseph, many thoughts, ideas, and words come to 
mind. As a true SSJ, I pray my encounters with God’s people bring a compassionate 

presence to all whom I meet; that sense of compassion that would stop to wash another’s feet 
as Jesus does for his disciples at the Last Supper. 

Recently, I saw Pope Francis wash the feet of women prisoners at the Holy Thursday service. 
He encounters each woman with a genuine, authentic look of love and care. As he completed 
the washing of feet, he bent over and kissed the feet of each woman as he looked on her with 
compassion. What Jesus did…what Pope Francis did…I, we must do. 

I am happy to introduce the Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation Impact 
Report. You will see the genuine love and care you shared with the Sisters, ministries, and our 
neighbors in 2023. 

Also, on this page and those that follow, you will see single words our Sisters use to describe 
both themselves as a Sister of St. Joseph and the congregation. I find it easy to equate these 
same words with you, our donors. 

On behalf of the Sisters, Leadership, the Foundation, our ministries, and those we serve, we are 
moved with your compassion and grateful for your gifts.  

God bless, 

Mary Drexler, SSJ
President
Sisters of St. Joseph  
of Northwestern Pennsylvania 

SSJ LEADERSHIP: (L-R): PHYLLIS MCCRACKEN, SSJ; MARY DREXLER, SSJ;  CAROL MOREHOUSE, SSJ  
SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF NORTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
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Grants & Foundations
Benevity Community Impact 
Fund for Erie Indemnity Co.
The Jack and JoAnn Bertges Fund 
of The San Francisco Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation of 
America (CAF)	
The Jeffrey Cohen Charitable 
Fund	
The Courtine-Turoski 
Charitable Fund of the National 
Philanthropic Trust	 
in memory of Sr. Dorinda Young, SSJ
The Albers/Dornheggen/
Kallaher/Louis Fund of The Erie 
Community Foundation
The Al and Mary Duval Fund of 
The Erie Community Foundation
The Rita I. Finigan Fund of The 
Erie Community Foundation
The Martha Wurst Hilbert Fund of 
The Erie Community Foundation
Erie Insurance Group	
The Richard & Mary Ann 
McCormick Fund of The Erie 
Community Foundation	
The Porreco II Fund of The Erie 
Community Foundation	
The Dr. Sambasivarao & Dr. 
Bharathi Voora Fund of The Erie 
Community Foundation
Raymond James Charitable 
Endowment Fund	  
in memory of Carolyn Fanuko
The Richard Koehler Family Fund 
of Fidelity Charitable	
The MAO Vanguard Charitable 
Fund	
National Fuel Gas Company 
Foundation	
SOAR! - Support Our Aging 
Religious, Inc.	
The Spaeder/Religious Orders 
Fund of The Erie Community 
Foundation	
The Spaeder/Sisters of St. Joseph 
Fund of The Erie Community 
Foundation

Estate Gifts	
Mary Lamp	
Rev. Frederick Lukehart	
Edward R. Smith	
Rev. Rocco A. Tito	
Mary Dolores Weir

Donors	
Mary and Don Abbott	  
in memory of Carol Quinn Portenier
Robert Achille	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Rebecca and Evan Adair

Erin and Andy Adam	  
in honor of Sr. Mary Drexler, SSJ
Jeanette Adamczyk	

Karen Adams	

Sr. Marjorie Adams, SSJ	

Janice Addams	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Amy and Shaun Adrian	

Christine Agnello	

Martha Ahrens	  
in memory of the deceased Sisters of 
St. Joseph who served in Bradford and 
in honor of Sr. Mary Arnold Tann, SSJ
Marjorie Alberstadt	  
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
Richard Albreski	

Linda K. Aldrich	  
in memory of  
Sr. Marie Paul Ashworth, SSJ
Mary Ann and Anthony Alecci 
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Patricia Alexis	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Esther Rhone, SSJ and  
in honor of Sr. Marie Timmons, SSJ
Lynette and Rogelio Allanigue 
in memory of  
Saturnino and Eusebia Allanigue
Judith and David Allegretto	
in memory of  
Sr. John Frances Aiello, SSJ
Theodore Allegretto	

Bruce R. Allison	

Judith C. Alstadt	

Kathleen and Edward Althof

Charlene Amann	  
in memory of the deceased  
Sisters of St. Joseph
Amark Environmental, LLC

Eloise A. Amenta Coxe	

Rita and Edward Amicucci	 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Arlene Menz, SSJ
Kellie Anderson	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Patricia A. Andres^	  
in memory of Martha L. McBride
Anonymous (13)	

Anonymous	  
in memory of Virginia Pacuraw
Anonymous	  
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Anonymous	  
in memory of Mary Humenay
Anonymous	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Anonymous	  
in memory of  
William and Helen Stanko
Anonymous	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kevin Palazzetti, SSJ
Anonymous	  
in honor of Srs. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, 
Ann Stephanie Stano, SSJ, Mary 
Herrmann, SSJ, Jean Baptiste 
DiLuzio, SSJ, and all the Sisters of St. 
Joseph and in memory of Sr. Marie 
Celeste Bindseil, SSJ

Anonymous	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Louise Weaver, SSJ
Anonymous	  
in honor of Robert and Eda Galli
Anonymous	  
in memory of Bonnie Jean North
Anonymous	  
in memory of Mary Sue Vaught, and 
William and Patricia Thomas
Kathy Anysz	  
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Rebecca Arbuckle	  
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Mary Ellen Arnold^	  
in memory of Janice M. Hart
Julia and David Arthurs	

Asbury Community Seniors^

Mary Anne Ashworth	  
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Ashworth Family
Auto Express Kia	

Judith and Thomas Astolfi

Lisa Austin	

Melissa and Ralf Babarsky 
in memory of Ralph F. Babarsky, Sr.
Nancy Babarsky	  
in memory of Ralph F. Babarsky, Sr.
Mary Lou Babay	  
in memory of  
John Babay and Cindy Hess
Rosalie Bablak	

Deborah and George Backo^ 
in memory of Joyce Washburn
Ann and Gregory Badach

2023 DONORS
The SSJ Mission & Ministries Foundation is proud to share the 2023 Donor Roll for the Sisters of 
St. Joseph in Northwestern PA. By their gifts, over 1,600 individuals, grantors, and businesses 
made a significant impact in the lives of the Sisters and those they serve. Many donors honored 
and remembered family, friends, SSJs, classmates, and more. As you take time to read the 
names, remember our thanks and the Sisters’ prayerful gratitude for your continuing generosity.

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Sister Jim in her work as an educator…she 
exemplified Christ’s commandment of “love one 
another as I have loved you.” I will miss her.   
J.S., Madison, AL



5

I recently planted some seeds in a few containers in my office.  
While I am longing for the taste of fresh tomatoes, my eyes are on the 
sunflowers. The other day, it was pure joy when I saw the first growth 
stretch from beneath the soil. Now the hard part. I have to be patient 
and await its growth. 

Trustees are a lot like gardeners. Along with donors we plant the seeds 
and await the growth. Our relationship is tangible and aspirational. 
I hope you feel joy in the seeds that you have planted through your 
generosity. Some of them are just taking root; others have burst forth 
and have borne fruit. Oh, what JOY.

Jim Bird, Chair
Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation

James Bird,  
CHAIR
CEO, Boys & Girls Club -  
Youngstown-Warren areas

Meghan Fuhrman,  
VICE CHAIR
Science Department MedPath 
Coordinator,
Cathedral Preparatory School

Brittany Taylor,  
SECRETARY/TREASURER
Principal, HBKS Wealth Advisors

Dr. Chris Clark
President/CEO, AHN Saint Vincent
 
Eric Consiglio
President, Loesel-Schaaf Insurance Co.

Hon. Ernest DiSantis, Jr.
Retired, President Judge of the Erie 
County Court of Common Pleas

Mary Drexler, SSJ
Leadership, Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA

Mary Herrmann, SSJ
Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA

William Hilbert, Jr.
President, Reddog Industries

Adrienne (Kloecker) Kalivoda
Supervisor, Kloecker-Bailey Funeral Home 
and Crematory, Inc. 

Joseph E. Kloecker, MBA, CPA 
Retired, HBKS Wealth Advisors 

Phyllis McCracken, SSJ
Leadership, Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA

Board of Trustees 
The following individuals are the dedicated women and men who make up the 2023 SSJ Mission & Ministries 
Foundation Board of Trustees. Seeing their names in print cannot begin to represent their hard work, care, focus,  
and enthusiasm they have for the Sisters and for you, our donors. 

Tina Mengine
CEO, Erie County Redevelopment 
Authority

Carol Morehouse, SSJ
Leadership, Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA

Stephanie J. Powers
Retired, Senior Advisor at the Council on 
Foundations

Deb Seng (Agrégé)
Social Justice Coordinator and Director 
of Sister Services, Sisters of St. Joseph of 
NWPA

Cindy Stone
Retired, CFO, LECOM Senior Living 
Center

Lisa Campagne Winschel
Advocate

Joy
Jim and Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ
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Kathleen Bailey	

Janet Baker	

Valerie and Mark Baker	  
in memory of  
Margaret Baker and Ernest Baker
Christine Balsiger^	  
in memory of Therese Vieira
Collegiate Academy Faculty 
and Staff^	  
in memory of Therese Vieira
Ann Marie Balzer	

Merilyn G. Bambauer	

Joann and Richard Bambauer

Mildred Banister	

Rose Marie Banister	  
in memory of Jack Banister and  
in honor of family
Nancy and Richard 
Baniszewski	  
in memory of Lori Pawelczyk
Helen Baran	

Jane M. Barber	  
in memory of Valerie Susan Shaffer
Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center, 
Inc.	

Jeannette and Robert 
Barczynski	  
in honor of Nancy Donnelly

Brynn Ann Barnhart	  
in memory of  
Richard and Eddie Donnelly
Evelyn and Mark Barrett 
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Paula and Michael Barrett^ 
in memory of Maureen Barrett, 
VMA’63
Tamara Barrus	

Barb and William Barthelmes

Anita Barto^	

Roberta Batten	  
in honor of the VMA Class of 1976
Charlotte Bauer^	 
in memory of Robert Hoover
Nancie and Gary Bauschard

Rev. John P. Beal	  
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Betty Beaumont	

Christine and Warren Beaver

Catherine and James Bebko

Denise Becker^	  
in memory of Marguerite Becker
Del and William Becker	  
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Judith and Frank Bekeny

Cheryl and John Belleau 
in memory of Carol Mando and  
Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Kenneth Belovarac	  
in memory of  
Matthew and Eleanora Belovarac
Maureen and Ihor Bemko 
in memory of James Drane and in 
honor of Don Swift
Jeanne Bender	  
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Alfred L. Benedict	  
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Nancy Benedict	

Jill and William Bengel	

Rita and Ron Bennardi	  
in memory of Michael A. Ross and in 
honor of Dale and Mary Jo Callahan
Patricia and Donald Bennett 
in honor of all VMA graduates

Joann Benoi^	  
in memory of Marinda Matasowski
Edith Benson	

Valerie and James Berchtold

Janet C. Bergkessel	

Mary Beveridge	  
in honor of  
Sr. Clare Marie Beichner, SSJ
Margaret Bierman	

Sindy and Henry Biernacki 
in memory of  
Sr. Marcia Marie Dieteman, SSJ
Cynthia Billisits and Larry 
Koppelman	

Lawrence Bindseil	  
in memory of  
Sr. Marie Celeste Bindseil, SSJ
Matthew Bird	  
in memory of Sandi Neumaier
Terri and David Bistarkey^ 
in memory of Sr. Joyce Lowrey, SSJ
Rev. Jack Bittler	  
in memory of Sr. Jerome Jaeger, SSJ
Susan Black-Keim	 
in memory of Patricia M. Keim and 
Jeffrey A. Keim

Patricia Blaetz^	

Lynda Jean Blair	  
in memory of Sr. Kathleen Blair, SSJ
Margaret Blais	

Philip Blasco	

Mary and Michael Blatt^ 
in memory of Karen Larkin
William J. Bleil	  
in honor of 
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Mary and Kirk Bliley	  
in honor of Sr. Mary Rita Kuhn, SSJ
Patricia A. Block^	 
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ
Mr. Richard F. Boesch	

Patricia Bojarski	  
in memory of Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Sally A. Bojarski	  
in memory of Rita and Irene Bojarski 
and in memory of the deceased 
members of the Stanley Bojarski 
Family
Anne and Joseph Bolash 
in memory of Theresa Vieira
Mary and William Bolash 
in memory of Mary Humenay
Karen and James Bomba 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Susan Bon^	

Sharon and Charles Bon

Janet and Joseph Bondanella 
in honor of Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ and 
in memory of Katy Pomorski
Yvonne and Chester Bonnell

Elaine and Edward Bootes

Louise Borawski	  
in memory of Joseph A. Borawski, Sr.
Mary Anne Albaugh and 
Dennis Borczon	

Kathleen and Edward Borgia 
in honor of 
Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ and  
in honor of Karen Makela
Carole Borkowski	

Sylvia and Gregory Bosner

Cynthia and Douglas Boucher 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Alice Reed, SSJ
Marianne Bove	  
in memory of Ada Ventura and in 
memory of Luigi DiSanto
Mary and W. Bernard Bowler

Mary and Kevin Boxer	

Katherine F. Boyle^	

Daniel J. Brabender, Jr.	

Virginia Brabender and  
Arthur Weisfeld	  
in memory of Tara Dougherty
Margaret Braeger	  
in memory of Charles Braeger and 
Analida Vial Braeger
Barbara L. Brairton	

Tina and Stephen Branton

Nancy Jean and George Brent

Constance Brereton and  
Floyd Hyatt	
Mary L. Breyley	  
in memory of Mary Humaney and in 
memory of William J. Lee

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Dear Sisters, 
Thanks for all of your prayers and the beautiful 
prayer shawl. I am getting stronger every day.  
I will cherish the shawl the rest of my life. 
F.M., Sanford, NC

ERIE GIVES DAY 2023
THANK YOU for your generosity to 
the Sisters and their Foundation on 
Erie Community Foundation’s Erie 
Gives Day, Tuesday, August 8! 

We smashed our goal of 40 new donors with a 
total of 112, increasing our one-day donors by 
61%. This increase moved us to the top of the 
donor leaderboard, ranking us 18th out of 493 
nonprofits. The total raised, which includes the 
5.8% gross prorated match, was $39,688.98.  
We surpassed last year’s total by over $13,000.
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Sue and Joseph Bricher	  
in memory of  
Srs. Marie and Beatrice Marie 
Carolina Briffault	

Linda and Ray Brigg^	  
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Lisa and Brian Brinig	  
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Victoria and Richard Brogdon 
#iGive Catholic appeal
Roseanne C. Brown	

Laura and Steve Brown	  
in memory and honor of the 
members of the Hilbert, Brown,   
and Todd families
Ruth and William Brow^ 
in memory of Mark DiVecchio
Barbara and Donald Brozovic 
in honor of St. Joseph’s Day and  
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Kathleen Bruffett	

Laurie and Timothy Brugger

Kathleen and Robert Bruno

Barbara and David Bruschi

Elizabeth J. Bucarelli	

Roberta Ann Bucci	  
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Cynthia and Michael Bucell^ 
in memory of  Mary Humenay
Christine and Thomas 
Buchleitner^	

Marilyn Buckel	  
in memory of David Buckel, Sr., and 
Dave Buckel, Jr., Uncle Bob,  
Dave Stanfield, and in honor of  
Rene and Robert Oliver
Lorraine Bucklin	  
in memory of Jim
Evelyn Buczynski	

Barbara Buddendeck	  
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Katheryn Buffington	

Joyce Bujnoski^	  
in memory of Mary Ellen Bujnoski
Cheri and Robert Bukala 
in memory of Dave Lojewski, Ginny 
Bukala, Dan and Doris DiLuzio and 
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Valerie J. Bukowski	

Linda M. Bulishak^	

Marija Buljubasic	

Patricia Burgoyne	 
in memory of  
Sr. Wilhelmina Brehm, SSJ
Kathleen M. Burke	

Michele and Thomas Burke 
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Phyllis and Thomas Burke

Sandra Burr^	  

Cheryl Buscemi	  
in memory of Johnny Buscemi

Melissa and Mark Buseck

Carol Byler	

Pamela and Steve Cagle^ 
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Kathleen and William Cairns 
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Elizabeth Ann Calupca	  
in honor of Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ
Susan and David Calvano

Mary and Rocco Camas+ 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Camas and Donohue families 
and in honor of the Camas and 
Donohue families
Mary and Sean Candela	

Maria Capocciama	  
in memory of  
Sr. Gertrude Marie Peterson, SSJ

Lucy and Joseph Cappello	 
in memory of Angie and Tom 
Cappello, and William and Betty 
Rastatter
Rita M. Cappello	  
in memory of  
Ange and Tom Cappello
Darlene and Thomas Cappello 
in memory of Ange and Tom 
Cappello and  
Shirley and Ted Amendola
Mary and Willis Cardot	

Carol and Cliff Carey	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Joanne and Frank Cargioli

Barbara T. Carino	

Joanne Carlburg Ph.D.	  
in memory of Patty McLaughlin
David L. Carll	

Joyce and Francis Carloni 
in memory of Marlene Golab
Michele and Carl Carlotti

Dorothy and Mead Carlson

Valerie Carlson	  
in memory of Melissa Carlson and 
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
NWPA
Brian Carmichael^	  
in honor of Susan Wilber
Andrea Carmosino^	  
in honor of John Sobotincic
John Carneval	

Jane A. Carney	

Wendy Carone^	

Linda and Gerard Carroll 
in memory of Marjorie Carroll
Suzanne and Mark Caruso

Beth and Matthew Casey	

Gay Marie Catania	

Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Erie, Inc.	

Audrey Causgrove	  
in memory of Patty McLaughlin
Sheila and David Causgrove

Patricia and Terrence 
Cavanaugh	

Maureen and James Chadwick

Marion Chaney and Jeanne 
Marie Ryan	  
in honor of the Jubilarians
Mary Jo Cherry	  
in memory of  
Srs. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ, 
Mary Rose Romeo, SSJ,  
Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ,  
Joseph John McDonald, SSJ,  
Irene Lunger, SSJ, and  
Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ and in 
honor of all the 2023 Jubilarians
Varma C. Childs	  
in memory of Cleo Tavani and  
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Helen Forney, SSJ
Gail Chimenti	  
in memory of Ronald C. Chimenti
Mary and James J. Chimenti^ 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Nancy Chiodo	

Barbara and John Chism 
in memory of Mary and Albert Rossi
Marguerite and Edward 
Christy 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Thomas Downing
Margaret Chrymko

Church of Good Shepherd 
Altar Rosary Society	

Donna and Dario Cipriani

John Cipriani	

Kathy Cirillo	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kevin Palazzetti, SSJ
Caitlin and Chris Clark	

Cynthia Ann Clark and Janice 
DeHaven	  
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin 
and Mary and James Clark
Kevin M. Clark	  
in honor of Sr. Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
Sandy Clark^	

Eilene Clemente	

Almitra and Shawn Clerkin 
in memory and in honor of the  
VMA teachers 1977-1981
Kathleen Coates	

Dear Friends of Bethany, 
With the generous support of people like you, the 
Bethany Outreach Center is positioned to help 
many families and individuals not only meet their 
essential daily needs, but to work toward hope for 
life change. Yours in a better community.  
Bethany Outreach Center, Erie, PA

Dear Sisters of St. Joseph, 
I am writing today to thank you for the generous 
donation you made to Kind Veg! Our work is 
a labor of love and run by volunteers who, with 
your help, further our mission of helping the 
poor obtain healthy food. We also help to reduce 
climate change. Thank you so much for your 
support! Sincerely, Kind Veg, Erie, PA
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SOAR! Spring Grant - 
GAMEStrs -  
a two-year program 
including Gardening, Art, 
Music, and Exercise for 
our Sisters 
The Sisters are blessed with extraordinary 
caring professionals for this 24-month 
program. They include: 

•	 GARDENING - SSJ Staff and Sisters 
who keep a year-round plan using 
accessible garden beds, self-watering 
planters, and grow lamps 

•	 ART - Lee Steadman, world-renown 
artist - leesteadmanstudios@gmail.com

•	 MUSIC - Brittany Barko Krugger, 
M.M., MT-BC, NMT; Mercyhurst 
University - Director, Musical Therapy 
Program, Assistant Professor, and 
Director of Liturgical Music

•	 EXERCISE - Thomas Hudson, PT; 
SSJ Associate; Gannon University, 
Assistant Professor, retired - Pediatrics 
and Adult Neurology

A huge thank you to 
Del and Bill Becker for 
supporting GAMESters 
in memory of Bill’s and 
Del’s sister and sister-
in-law Mary Francis 
Becker, SSJ (1940-
2019). What a wonderful 
way to remember  
Sr. Mary Francis’ 
passion for the arts.

Mary Francis Becker, SSJ, and  
Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ

SSJs Colette Palmer and Mary Drexler

Sr. Maria Assumpta Ruza, SSJ,  
shows Tom her strength

After a fun workout, GAMEStrs supporters Bill and Del Becker  
(blue and black shirts) pose with the Sisters and staff
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$11,930 SOAR! Fall Grant 
Upgrade of the network-
switching technology and  
Wi-Fi connectivity for the  

SSJ Community Living Center
Over eighty private rooms, offices, stations, and 
activity areas received an IT network upgrade for 
all attached devices and access points. Four new 
transceivers, linking two of the network switches 
with fiber connection instead of ethernet (when was 
the last time you have seen the word ethernet?!), 
were installed for greater sending and receiving 
speed. The Sisters’ quality of life continues to 
increase with each technology advancement! 

Norma Hiller, Activities Coordinator: 
Lee is a gem! The Sisters are blessed to not only 
work with a master painter and instructor, but he puts 
them all at ease, reminding them there are no mistakes 
in art so enjoy the process. The class is filled with 
accomplishments, laughter, and he always brings cookies! 

Brittany is an inspirational music instructor; the 
Sisters love her! They look forward to her classes and 
especially enjoy the singing. 

Tom is an enthusiastic and incredible physical therapist 
who is making a difference in our Sisters’ lives. The 
Sisters leave the class feeling uplifted after a challenging 
but energizing workout. They always come back for more!

 

Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ:
Tom Hudson’s exuberance is infectious!  He challenges each of 
us to reach our potential. Not only do the sisters get an amazing 
workout,  We have fun as well!  We love Tom!

Sr. Catherine Manning, SSJ:
Internationally acclaimed artist Lee Steadman has opened a 
whole new world of enjoyment and accomplishment for us! 
His remarkable teaching, encouragement and humor are most 
refreshing. During his classes we are being led to “see” - and to 
set aside the notion that “I am not an artist.” Learning painting 
techniques and color combinations has been fascinating. As we 
put our paintings on display each week, we leave eager for the 
next class!

Sr. Nancy Prenatt, SSJ:
Our sessions with Brittany have been joyful times of singing 
songs with various themes and having the opportunity to 
compose our own songs celebrating joy and gratitude for our 
communal call and response. We look forward to our time with 
Brittany each month.

Deb Seng, Director of Sister Services:
Many Sisters that have raised vegetables and flowers this 
summer, are looking forward to being able to grow things 
during the winter months.  Some of the Sisters plan to start 
their outdoor gardens from seed during the winter.  

Thank you!  These grant projects would 
not happen without the leadership and 

teamwork  of each department that cares for 
the Sisters. Thank you to the SSJ Leadership, 
Trustees, and dedicated staff members from 
Finance, IT, Resident Care, Worship, Sisters’ 
Services, Food Service, Quality of Life office, 

and Facility Maintenance. 

NOTE: As of the 
printing of this report, 
the new equipment 
will be installed June 
2024. 

Deb Seng, Lee Steadman, Brittany Barko Krugger, Tom Hudson, 
Nancy Prenatt, SSJ, and Norma Hiller

Srs. Angela Marie Servidea, SSJ, 
Mary Helen Forney, SSJ, and  
Nancy Prenatt, SSJ
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$18,000 Norbert H. Hardner Foundation 
Summer Grant - accessible and aesthetic 
renovation of the Sisters’ Hair Salon 
The SSJ Community Living Center was built in 1993. After 30 years, 
the hair salon received a much-needed renovation and equipment update 
and thanks to the Hardner Foundation, received $18,000 to make that 
happen! 

A special thank you to Cass Shimek, SSJ Leadership Executive Assistant, 
and Brian Tenney, Maintenance Manager, for coordinating the many 
details of the project. 

The Foundation would also like to thank Angela and Chris Fatica of 
Angelo’s Salon Development Group for their guidance and generosity 
with Styles & Smiles. It is all the more special because of their expertise 
and participation!  

NOTE: The 2024 Impact Report will have all the details of the naming and dedication.

Congratulations to  
Jude Marie Talerico, SSJ,  

for the winning name of the 
hair salon, Styles & Smiles! 
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 Styles & Smiles!
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Mary Ann Cochran 
in memory of the deceased postulants 
of 1957 and in honor of  
Sr. Jude Marie Talerico, SSJ
Vienna Cocuzzi	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Lynnette Coleman	  
in memory of Esther and Edward 
Albert and Keith Coleman
James P. Colligan	 
in honor of VMA
Margaret and Michael Collins 
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Rosemary and David Colonna

Mary and William Colt	

Susan Colvin	  

Barbara Comi^	  
in memory of the deceased members 
of the VMA Class of 1951
Patricia and Keith A. Comi^ 
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Alice Connelly	

Martha J. Connelly 
in memory of Carol Todd, Rita 
Slatzer and Joanne Torres
Considine Biebel & Company

Debra and Eric Consiglio

Mary Ann and Patrick 
Consiglio

Janet Kiehlmeier and William 
Conway	

Ann Cook and Daniel Siivola

Jeannette Cook	

Julia and Michael Cooney

Michelle and Gregory Coppola

Marjorie Corritore	  
in memory of Bob Corritore, Sr.
Rosemary Costa	  
in memory of Sr. Rebecca Costa, SSJ
Kathryn Costello	  
in memory of Jack Costello
Kimberley and Christopher 
Coughlin	  
in memory of  
Damien Francis Coughlin

Karyn and Daniel Coughlin

Judith Coughlin	

Country Fair, Inc.	
Dana Courtine and Shawn 
Turoski	  
in memory of Sr. Dorinda Young, SSJ
Dorinda Courtine-White	  
in memory of Sr. Dorinda Young, SSJ
Mary Ann Cox	  
in memory of Louis Cox and 
deceased family members
Christine L. Crabb^	  
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Marion L. Crawford	

Donald Crenshaw	

Joyce Crishock	  
in honor of Sr. Maria Onuffer, SSJ 
and the former residents of Mercy 
Terrace Apts.
Louis J. Crishock	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Ellen Crishock, SSJ  
Mary and Raymond Crolli

Christine and Michael Crotty

Christeanna and Joseph 
Cucuzza 
in memory of  
Jeanne and Lou Cucuzza
Patricia* and David Cummings 
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Maria Cunningham 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Rose Romeo, SSJ
Lois M. Curtin	  
in memory of Jack Curtis
Gabrielle Cuzzola	 
in memory of Ann M. Cuzzola
Nellie and David Cyr	  
in memory of Alice and Bob Orr
Ann and Josie Czajka	  
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Lisa Dach^	  
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Susan Dahl Whitaker	

Kathleen and Daniel 
Dahlkemper	
Mary Ellen Dahlkemper and 
Edward Lesser	  
in honor of David Dahlkemper
Grace and James Dailey 
in memory of Timothy Oliver Dailey

Joy and Ronald Dalton	

Kathleen and James 
Dammeyer

Carole Dankesreiter	  
in memory of Ronald Dankesreiter 
and Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Kim and Mike Darnofall	

Therese Denecke-Dattalo and 
Joseph Dattalo	  
in honor of Sr. André Feulner
Kathleen D’Aurora	  
in memory of  
Patricia Kreger and Delores Bensur
Mario D’Aurora	  
in memory of Marian D’Aurora
Jennifer and John Davis	

Ms. Kathleen Davis	

Linda Davis	  
in memory of Sr. Jeanette Conner, SSJ
Karen and Mark Davis	

Janice Dax^	  
in memory of Ronald C. Chimenti
Grace Ann DeCecco	

Janet and Ralph DeCecco

Beth and Charles Deck	  
in memory of Jane MacEwen and 
Richie Frank and in honor of  
Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Charlotte and John Decker

Kate DeFazio	  
in memory of  
Srs. Marie Claire Kearney, SSJ and 
Mary Francis Becker, SSJ  
and in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rachael McGuire, SSJ
Charlotte and Daniel Deitch 
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Barbara Delano	

Sandra and Douglas DelPorto

Dale DeMarco	

Theresa DeMartino^	  
in memory of Bill DeMartino
Patricia and Thomas Demas 
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ 
and Sr. Clare Marie Beichner, SSJ
Colleen and John DeMatteo

Janet and Paul Demjanenko

Daniel J. Demuling^	  
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Amy and Craig Dennen 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ and  
Betty Rowand and  
in honor of Sr. Marjorie Adams, SSJ
Kitty and Thomas Denny

Nancy and Michael DePanfilis

Susan DePlatchett	

Gerald Derby	  
in memory of Loeta Derby
Mary Hope and Paul* DeSante 
in memory of Paul DeSante
Rebecca DeSanti^	

Kathryn and Gary DeSantis 
in memory of Camrie DeSantis
Angela M. DeStefano	  
in memory of Susan DeStefano
Lucille DeStefano	

Mary DeStefano	

Scott P. Detisch	  
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
that taught at Our Lady of Peace
Mary A. Detwiler	 
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Faith and Joseph Devlin	  
in honor of Sr. Marianne Stuckert, SSJ
Mary Joyce DiBattista 
in memory of Winifred Southworth

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Dear Sisters of St. Joseph, 
I’m writing to express my gratitude that you have 
chosen to support the Good Samaritan Center 
with your donation from the 2023 Thanksgiving 
Fund. Your gift will help us provide meals to 
our guests during their stay at the shelter. We 
appreciate your support to the homeless men in 
our community. Sincerely,  
Good Samaritan Center, Clearfield, PA

Dear Sisters,
I will be forever grateful for the Sisters of 
St. Joseph and your influence and guidance 
throughout my life. You helped shape my 
formation and have continued to inspire me by the 
good work you still do today.  
A.R.,  Erie, PA

Maria Assumpta Ruza, SSJ,  
and Josephine DePetro, SSJ
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Here is something we all know…

12

…with their endless devotion to God, the Sisters of St. Joseph are dedicated to serving others.   

Here is something I have learned as part of the Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation…

…the Sisters have made an overwhelming promise to care for each other on this life-long journey of service. 

Together, the Sisters’ loyalty is amplified in their exemplary prayers, words, and actions. Your support of the 
Sisters in our collective mission is loyalty too, as evident in your faithful gift giving.  

The Foundation is here to put your contributions to work for the Sisters’ personal, congregational, and 
ministerial efforts. Your gifts are treasured signs that you value the Sisters and their mission and trust the 
Foundation Board to wisely steward your gifts. We are grateful for your loyalty.   

As you continue to read our 2023 Donor Impact Report, you will see more donors and excerpts from 
correspondence sent to the Sisters in gratitude for gifts both given and received. 

Thank you for all you do to uphold the Sisters, their ministries, and the Foundation.  
Because of you, our loyalty to each other continues…

Holding you in our prayers today  
and always,

Almitra Clerkin 
Executive Director

Almitra Clerkin
Executive Director

Cathy Fresch
Chief Vision Officer

Major Gifts

Carol Hermann
Gift Recorder

Database 
Administrator

Carleen 
Onuschak

Staff 
Accountant

Sr. Mary Drexler, SSJ
President, Sisters of 
St. Joseph of NWPA

STAFF

Foundation  
Angels

Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Millicent Zimmer, SSJ

Michele Healy, SSJ
Dorothy Wilwohl, SSJ

Almi and Sr. Jean Baptiste
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Geraldine and James DiCarlo 
in memory of Constance Minichelli 
and in honor of  
Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ
Josephine Dickinson	

Virginia and Dennis DiGello

Raylene and Paul Dill	

Roberta and Bob Dilley 
from the Dilley Family Trust
Anthony DiLuzio	  
in memory of Dorothy DiLuzio and 
deceased members of the DiLuzio 
Family
Kathy and Anthony DiNicola 
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Mary Carol DiPanfilo	  
in memory of Henry DiPanfilo
Janet and Dominick DiPaolo 
in memory of Patrick J. DiPaolo and 
deceased members of the Colao and 
DiPaolo families
Deborah M. DiPlacido 
in memory of Mary and Louis 
DiPlacido and in honor of the  
Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA
Linda DiRienzo	  
in honor of Patrick Masterian
Jeanne DiStefano	 
in memory of  
Angie and Raymond Nuhfer and 
Andria DiStefano
Amy Dittman	  
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Herzing and  
Sr. Emilie Rose LeBoeuf, SSJ
Kimberly V. Ditz	  
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Ann and Ronald DiVeccio

Barbara Dobrzynski	

Patricia and James Dolak

Sr. Claudia Dombrowski, SSJ 
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Cathy and Ronald Dombrowski 
in memory of Agnes Kanonczyk and 
Mary Ann Denning
Ruth and Thomas Dombrowski

Janice and Larry Donaldson 
in memory of  
Sr. Helen Mary Donaldson, SSJ
Barbara Donato	

Nancy and Charles Donnelly 
in memory of Srs. James Frances 
Mulligan, SSJ, Teresa Marie Bohren, 
SSJ, Betty Ruza, SSJ and Geraldine 
Gallagher, Tom Lyons, Paul Mercier 
and Patty McLaughlin
Amy and Benjamin Dougherty 
in memory of Caroline DiPlacido
Mary Beth Doughert^	

Colleen Downey^	  
in honor of Sr. Phyllis DiFuccia, SSJ
Mary Frances Downey^ 
in memory of Helen and John Kelley
Susan and Stephen Drabant

Debra Maria Dragovan 
in memory of Sr. James Francis 
Mulligan, SSJ and   
in honor of  
Sr. Joseph Marie Fitzgerald, SSJ on 
her 65th Jubilee
Charmaine Drexler	  
for the Sisters in the Sun Campaign
Donald Drexler	

Mary Beth and Jonathan 
Drexler

Lucille Drexler and Jerry Erdely

Susan and Michael Drexler

Sarah and Thomas Drexler

Anne and Stephen Drexler

Ruth H. Droppleman 
in memory of Sr. John Frances Aiello, 
SSJ and in honor of  
Srs. Barbara Ann Zakutney, SSJ and 
Rachael McGuire, SSJ

Theresa and Michael Duckett 
in memory of Thomas G. Berdis, Sr.
George Dudas	

Mary Dudenhoefer and Ruth 
Ann Wood	

Cynthia and John E. 
Dudzinski^ 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Stephen A. Dufala	  
in memory of Srs. Ann Jane Dugan, SSJ, 
and Rita Claire Dugan, SSJ and in 
honor of Rev. Walter Conlay
Linda and David Dulabon

Mary E. Duncan	  
in memory of Mary C. Duncan
Jean and Charles Dunkle 
in memory of Joe and Liz Wilwohl and 
in honor of Sr. Dorothy Wilwohl, SSJ 
and Sr. Michelle Wilwohl, OSB
Maureen Dunn	  
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Roger Dupre	

Ann Marie Duquette	

Mary Jane and Harold 
Durlofsky

Gretchen Durney	 
in memory of Gerri Gallagher
Janice and James Durney

Joan Dutchcot	  
in memory of Linda Gier
Natalie Dwyer-Haller	

Elizabeth Dymski	 
in memory of David Dymski
Michelle and Stephen Easly

Gabriele and James Eaton 
in honor of Sr. Phyllis DiFuccia, SSJ
Lucille and Thomas Eberlein

Mary L. Eckert	

Diane and Andrew Edwards 
in honor of Sr. Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ
Demaris and Kelly Edwards 
in memory of Margaret Wiertel
Maria and Christopher Ehrman 
in memory of Caroline Joy DiPlacido
Carolyn and John Ehrman 
in memory of Bob and Mildred 
Ehrman and in honor of  
Sr. Catherine Manning, SSJ
Cherrie and Ronald Elekes

Jean Eller^	  
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Carol A. Ellison^	

JoAnn E. Elwell	

Kathryn E. Emling	

Barbara Ann English	

Mary Enroth and Leo Reddy

Mary Lou Eppolito^	  
in honor of the VMA Class of 1963
Erie Specialty Products	

Marjorie and Henry J. Ernst^

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

To The Sisters of St. Joseph -
With our heartfelt gratitude for the prayers given 
for our daughter. Thank you, Dear Sisters, and may 
God bless you all always for the continued prayers. 
E.B., Erie, PA

GIFTS IN KIND 

A special thank you to the businesses who chose to gift the Foundation 
with their generosity in 2023:

35th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner for 1,300 meals:
Allegheny Health Network/Saint Vincent Hospital - side dishes
Gannon University and Metz Culinary Management - venue, 
cooking staff, and turkey
Printing Concepts - parking signs and stickers
Wegmans Food Markets - dessert

and… 	   Bomba Socks - 1,000 pairs for our ministries and neighbors

Gannon University President Dr. Walter Iwanenko and Metz Culinary Management 
General Manager Brittany Travers present their annual Thanksgiving Fund award 
to United Way CEO Laurie Root (between Walter and Brittany), for the United 
Way Community Schools in the SSJ Neighborhood Network and Our West Bayfront 
footprints.
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35th Thanksgiving Dinner and Appeal  
– a Tradition of Caring 

The Foundation is happy to pass on our gratitude to the Thanksgiving donors and 
volunteers who chose to take extra care to feed our neighbors in 2023. Thank you 

for understanding it is a blessing to give; a blessing that comes back a hundredfold!
In 1988, Sisters Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ, and Mary Fromknecht, SSJ, answered a 
phone call from Peter Lyons to join in a “Friends of Thanksgiving dinner for the poor 
and lonely.” Their resounding “Yes!” began a fulfilling annual event in the lives of those 
we serve and those who care for them. 

1988 - 2023 
•	 meals served grew from 140 to 1,300
•	 dinners took place at the Marketplace Grill and Gannon University, and through  

home deliveries
•	 over 33,500 meals were served
•	 over $1.1 million was raised through the Thanksgiving Appeal and $865,000  

was granted to 74 unique area nonprofits to feed neighbors year-round  

In 2023:
•	 partners in the dinner included AHN/Saint Vincent, Erie Parking Authority,  

Metz Culinary Management, Gannon University, and Wegmans
•	 60 volunteers took meal reservations, cooked, packaged, and delivered over 1,300 meals
•	 648 donors made 656 gifts
•	 the Sisters re-established their Staff Penny Challenge, raising over $900
•	 Peter Lyons awarded his annual gift of $500 to the SSJ Neighborhood Network 
•	 Gannon University and Metz Culinary Management awarded their annual gift  

of $500 to the United Way Community School Stores
•	 $67,414 was raised and over $69,600 was granted to 61 unique nonprofit  

organizations to feed neighbors year-round

In recognition of the 35th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner, the Sisters of St. Joseph  
established the Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ, Memorial Award. Sister passed away  
on May 12, 2023. The recipient of this $500 annual award was chosen by the  
Thanksgiving Dinner volunteers, voting for their top-three agencies. Votes were 
tabulated and the organization receiving the highest number of votes was SafeNet.  
Congratulations!

The Kang Family with Cass Shimek (left) and Sr. Marianne Stuckert, SSJ, 
(center), Thanksgiving 2023

Shepherd’s Green Community Food Pantry and Kind Veg received their 
first gift from the Thanksgiving Fund

Sr. Linda Fusco, SSJ (left), and Sr. Mary 
Drexler, SSJ (right), thank the Blessed 

Sacrament students for their colorful holiday 
notes included with the Thanksgiving Meals

Since 2015 and the start of the SSJ Mission & Ministries Foundation, over $582,000 was raised and  
$491,000 was granted to 60+ nonprofit unique organizations.
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Barbara J. Ertl	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Beverly and David Esser

Sharon Evans	

Geraldine and Gerald Extein 
in memory of Sr. Caroline Extein, SSJ
Janet Eyres^	

Elaine and Gerald Fagley	  
in memory of David Tarbell
Denise Faipler^	

Stephen J. Falk	  
in memory of “Rainbow” Joe, Larry, 
Renae and  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Anna Marie Faraglia	

Megan Farbo	

Christine A. Fedorko 
in memory of S 
r. Rose Anne Fedorko, SSJ
John C. Fedorko	  
in memory of  
Sr. Rose Anne Fedorko, SSJ
Al Fehl	

Polly Ann Feidler	

Barb and Alan Felix	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Frances Mulligan, SSJ
Debbi and Chuck Felix	  
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Jeffrey M. Felix	

Christine and Russell Felix 
in memory of Sr. Marcella Dugan, SSJ 
and in honor of  
Sr. Barbara Ann Zakutney, SSJ
Joan Fels	

Robert Fenton	  
in memory of Anastasia “Stacey” 
Fenton, Villa 1965
Melissa and Rusty Ferrell 
in memory of Ed and Agnus Olesky
Nancy Ferrell	

Arlene M. Ferretti^	

John Ferretti	

Silvia Ferretti 	

Nancy A. Fertig	  
in memory of Mary Lou Shewan
Jill and Thomas Fessler	

Cassandra Fetzne^	

Nancy Fetzner-Brown	

Rev. Thomas M. Fialkowski

Sandy and David Filippi	

Patti and Raymond Fiorelli 
in memory of Sr. Antonia Domeracki, 
SSJ and in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste Diluzio, SSJ
Wendy and Craig Fiorenzo 
in memory of Samuel A. Fiorenzo
Cynthia and Gerald First 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kay McNelis, SSJ
Marilyn Fischer	

Cynthia and John Fitzgerald

Maryann Flaherty	

Susan Latimer Flanagan 
in memory of  
Elizabeth (Betty) Latimer
Penelope and Lawrence 
Fledderman	

Cynthia Fleischer	

Annelle Fletcher^	

Barbara M. Flett	  
in memory of  
Sr. Virginia Ann Gardner, SSJ
Rebecca and James Flynn

Audrie Fogleboch	

Mary and Stephen Forgenie

Maureen and Mark Formanski 
in memory of Elizabeth Rowand,  
Sr. Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ, Mary Beth 
Smogorzewski and in honor of  
Sr. André Feulner, SSJ
Susan and Russell Forquer

Karen Fortebraccio^	

Dawn Fowler^	

Brother Joseph Fox	  
in memory of Sr. Michaela Fox, SSJ
Debra S. Franklin^	  
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn

Mary and Conrad Franz	  
in memory of Sr. Lawreace Antoun, 
SSJ and in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Jeanette Frazier^	 
in memory of Henry Kupper
Michelle and John Frego

Frances Anne Freitas 
in memory of Sr. James Francis 
Mulligan, SSJ, Sr. Teresa Marie 
Bohren, SSJ, Dan and Fran Freitas 
and in honor of  
Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Evelyn and Frederick Fried

Philip B Friedman	

Kathy and Pete Frisina	

Patti Jo and Joe Fromknecht

Kathleen and Thomas 
Fromknecht	  

Marsha and Ron Fronzaglia

Nancy and Merv Adams Fry 
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Alice Fuhrman	  
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ, 
Pasquale and Maria DiMarco, the 
deceased members of the DiMarco 
and Fuhrman families and in honor 
of Jim, Jr., Patrick, Lisa, Anne and 
Maria Fuhrman and 10 great 
grandchildren
Charlotte M. Fuhrman	

Meghan Fuhrman and Michael 
DeAntonio	

Ginny and Timothy Fuhrman

Linda and Dennis Fullerton

Rita M. Furno	

Florence Fusco	  
in memory and in honor of all 
 Sisters of St. Joseph
Heidi and Guy Fustine	

Nathan Gainer	

Roseanne Galeza	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Rose Romeo, SSJ
Esther Gallagher	

Geraldine+ and Joseph 
Gallagher 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Stephanie and Ryan 
Gallenstein

Rev. Leo J. Gallina	  
in memory of Leo and Jessie Gallina 
and Phil and Marcia Gallina and for 
the living and deceased members of 
the Gallina and Stravino families
Marion and Robert Gallivan

Renee and Paul Gambill	  
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Linda Gamble	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci 
and Patrick Martinucci
Chrystal and Jeffrey Gannon

Lecia Gannon	  
in memory of Thomas Gannon and 
in honor of Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ
Daniel R. Ganzer	  
in honor of  
Sr. Carolyn Gorny-Kopkowski, OSB 
and Maryann Ganzer
Margaret Gardner	

Anita Garr	

Marian P. Garrott	 
in memory of  
Srs. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ, 
Mary Rose Romeo, SSJ and  
Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ
Dolores and James Garvey

Shirley J. Gatto	  
in memory of Patsy Gatto
David and Suzanne Gausman

Michele and Paul Gausman

Thomas Gausman	

The Gausman Family	  
in memory of  
Srs. Margaret Arcella Proesl, SSJ,  
Judith Gausman, SSJ, and  
Anita James Gausman, SSJ 
Kathleen and Michael Geanous 
in memory of John and  
Therese Sedlock (VMA class of 1950)

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Dear Sisters, 
Thank you so much to your generous donation to 
the Shepherd’s Green Community Food Pantry 
here at St. John’s Episcopal Church. We could not 
continue our work without the support of our 
faith community!  
Shepherd’s Green Community Food Pantry, 
Frankin, PA

Dear Cathy and Prayer Shawl Ladies, 
Thank you for the beautifully wrapped prayer 
shawl and your attached prayer card. It means so 
much to the receiver. It is so encouraging to be 
able to call upon your ministry. Blessings/Thanks.
Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ, Erie, PA
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Anna and Joseph J. 
Gehringer^

Stephen A. Gehrlein	

Donna Geiger and Norman 
Stark	  
in memory of  Mary Humenay  
and Kay Malthauer
Nancy Genck	  
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Flora Genevro	  
in memory of Greg Work
Patricia George	  
in memory of Bob George
Renee and David German

Kirsti and James Geronimo

Marilyn Gerrell	  
in memory of Susanne E. Schaller
Margaret C. Gerrity	  
in memory of Sr. Dorinda Young, SSJ
Jane and Peter Gilewicz	

Lois Johnson	

^Mary Ann Glance	

Mary Ann Gleason 
in memory of Mary Postas and  
John Surovick and in honor of  
R. Burke Gleason
Linda and Richard Gleichsner 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Mark Doubet, SSJ,  
Mr. and Mrs. George Gleichsner, 
Albert Mazzeo, Rose DiGello  
and in honor of  
Srs. Ricarda Vincent, SSJ and  
Jean Baptiste Diluzio, SSJ 
Judith and Joseph Glennon

Dorothy and Charles Glover

Tina and Gary Glover	

Mary and Robert Glowacki

Mary Gloystein	  
in memory of Mary Humenay
Barbara and Paul Gmuer

Sr. Josette Marie Gocella, SSJ

Donna and William Gocella 
in memory of Rocco Camas and in 
honor of Sr. Josette Gocella, SSJ
Diana Golley	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kevin Palazzetti, SSJ
Catherine L. Good	

Antoinette M. Goodrich	

Julia Gorbatoff	  
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Berarducci and Gorbatoff 
families
Kathryn and John Gorman 
in memory of  
Mary Weiser and Paul DeSante
Sandra and Gregory Gorniak 
in memory of Ed and Irene Gorniak 
and in honor of John Hauser
Becky and Michael Grab

Barbara Grabowski and 
Kenneth Gray	  
in memory of our mothers, Mary 
Carter Gray and Anne (Pat) Hopkins
Michelle Grabowski^	  
in memory of Joyce Washburn
Shirley Ann Graeca	  
in memory of  
Robert and Theresa Ester
Cliff Graham	  
in memory of Mary Lou Graham
Rev. Raymond C. Gramata 
in memory of  
Mother Aurelia A’Hearn, SSJ and in 
honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
NWPA
Patrice and Mark Granatosky

Carolyn and Francis 
Grandinetti 
in memory of John Caribardi
Patricia A. Graney^	  
in memory of Dorothy Linn

Patricia and Patrick Gray 
in memory of  
Sr. Angelica Rutemiller, SSJ
Julia and Rick Greaves	  
in memory of Frank Kneidinger
Kathryn and Joseph Greulich 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ and 
Marguerite Becker
Elaine M. Gribben	  
in memory of Michael Blocky
Kathleen and Francis Griech 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Joan Beauseigneur, SSJ
Mary and Leonard Grieco

Mary Griffin	  
in memory of Eileen Falcon
Maurita and James Griffin 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Thomas Downing, SSJ
Rick Griffith Properties	

Desiree and Monte Griffith 
in honor of  
Sr. Catherine Manning, SSJ
Denise Griggs	

Allene Grisé	  
in memory of James F. Grisé
Kathy Grisier	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci 
Shirley Anne Grobson	

Carol and Francis Grolemund

Cynthia and David Grucza 
in memory of Joseph Bonarigo, Sr. 
and Jill Ann Grucza Costa
Theresa Guelcher	

Linda and John Guenther	  
in honor of the  
Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA
Emily Gunter^	

Pat Gustafson	

Rev. James G. Gutting	  
in honor of the  
Sisters of St. Joseph and Associates
Rose Ann and John Gutting

Teresa S. Guyton	  
in honor of Sr. Moira Sullivan, SSJ
Marie Haas	

Kathleen and William Hagan

Jennie and Christopher 
Hagerty	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ

Mary Alice Haibach	  
in memory of Robert H. Haibach
Mary Mulligan-Haines	

Judith and Donald Halcom

John S. Hall	

Mary Hall	  
in memory of Msgr. Richard Sullivan
Carolyn J. Hammer 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ and 
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
M. Colleen and Larry Hammon 
in memory of Joseph Cerami
Alana Handman	

HANDS, Inc.	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Mili and Thomas Hanes	  
in memory of Rev. John Charles Brock
Mary Ann Hannon	  
in memory of John James Connely 
Hoskins and in honor of  
Mary Martha Hoskins
Julie Hansen^	

Jeffrey Hardner	  
in memory of Trish Hardner
Patricia A. Hardner	

Michelle and Patrick Harkins 
in memory of Betty Jean Witherspoon
Beverly Harrity	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Julia and Gerard Hasenhuettl

Matthew J. Hauser & 
Associates, Inc.	

Kathleen Hauser^	

Mary Hauser^	  
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Norma and Matthew Hauser

Kevin and Lori Hayes	

Mary Healy	  
in memory of David C. Healy
Meg Healy	  
in memory of  
Bud and Mary Ann Healy
Sr. Michele Healy, SSJ 
in memory of Dave, Steve and  
Tim Healy and  
Sr. Virginia Ann Gardner, SSJ
Helen Hedderick^	  
in honor of Sr. Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
Judith and Charles Heid	

Dear Sisters of St. Joseph, 
On behalf of the Penn State Behrend Lion’s 
Pantry, I thank you for your donation to this 
essential resource. Our mission is made possible 
by the generosity of people like you!  
The Behrend Lion’s Pantry, Erie, PA

God’s Blessing to all the great Sisters of St. Joseph -
I was sad and grateful when I saw the news of  
Sr. Martha Ann being born to eternal life. She had 
a tremendously positive impact on my spiritual 
life. While I’m sad she is no longer with us, I’m 
very grateful for her life of service to all of us.  
Please accept this small donation in support of the 
wonderful work the Sisters of St. Joseph do every day.  
D.K., Columbia, MD

Foundation Trustee Joe Kloecker and 
Veronica Mittal, SSJ
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Sandra and Robert Heinlein 
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci 
and in honor of  
Sr. Carol Morehouse, SSJ,  
Almi Clerkin and Carol Hermann
Mary Ann Heintz^	

Jean and John Heintzel	

Norma Heise	

Matthew Henderson^ 
in memory of Mary Francis Hartary
Bridget and Doug Hendrix

Susan Henschel	

Mary Ann and Dennis Herbert 
in memory of  
Audrey Weindorf Straub and  
Sr. Mary Louise Weaver, SSJ
Patricia Herbstritt^	  
in memory of  
Robert and Susan Humphrey
Phyllis and Robert Herbstritt 
in honor of  
Norma Herbstritt and our Military
Sandra and David Herman 
in honor of Sr. Nancy Fischer, SSJ
Kathleen Z. Herman 
in memory of Pat Casella, the 
deceased members of the Zimmer 
family, and in honor of  
Sr. Millicent Zimmer, SSJ
Carol and James Hermann 
in memory of Bernie and Steve Easly
Francis L. Herrmann^	  
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Frank Herrmann	

Leo Michael Herrmann^

Sr. Mary Herrmann, SSJ	  
in honor of the Jubilarians
Mary and Joseph Herrmann

Jane Hershberger^	  
in honor of teachers at VMA, VME, 
and St. Andrew’s Schools
Kathryn Hershock	  
in memory of Victor and  
Vittoria Aiello and  
Joseph and Dorothy Medvid
Joan Hersperger	

Joanne and Stephen Herzing 
in honor of Sr. Susan Herzing, SSJ
Rita K. Hessley	

Denise A. Hetherington	

Lisa A. Hetrick^	  
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Kathleen Higgins	 
in memory of Joseph J. Higgins and 
deceased members of the  
Sisters of St. Joseph
Christine and Joseph Hilbert

Martha Hilbert	
Becky and William Hilbert 
in memory of Bill Hilbert, Sr.
Carol Ann Hilbrich	  
in memory of Michael Hilbrich and 
in honor of Sr. Veronica Mittal, SSJ
Jen and John Hilbrich	

Jeffrey L. Hileman	

Susan Hill^	  
in memory of Ruth Parks
William Hill	  
in memory of Dorothy E. Hill
Norma Hiller^	  
in honor of Sr. Mary Rita Kuhn, SSJ 
and Sr. Mary Arnold Tann, SSJ
Catherine J. Himes^ 
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Mary Hintenach	

Kathleen Hixenbaugh 
in memory of Msgr. Edward Zeitler, 
Mary and Raymond Tronoski, 
deceased family members, and in 
honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Mary Ann and Joseph 
Hockman 
in memory of  
Mary Frances Humenay
Darcy and Bruce Hoffman

Mary Hoffman and Mary Ellen 
Lieb	

Carol and Thomas Hoffman 
in memory of Therese Vieira
Frances K. Hoffmann^	  
in memory of Mary Humaney and 
Jane Ann MacEwen
Glenn Holland	  
in memory of Judith L. Holland
Jo Ann and William Holtz

Holy Name Society of St. Paul 
Roman Catholic Church	
Penny and Danielle Hopkins 
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Diane and Edward Horneman

Adele Hosu	  
in memory of Rose Pardini

Sharon E. Howard	  
in memory of Srs. Lucy Woods, SSJ, 
and Mary Julia Scully, SSJ and in 
honor of  
Srs. Rose Marie Chisholm, SSJ and 
André Feulner, SSJ
Kathleen M. Howe 
in honor of our parents
Sr. Martha Howick, SSJ	

Margaret and Norman Howick

Madeline and John Hromyak

Esther E. Hubert	

Susan Hudson	

Mary and Ronald Huff	  
in honor of Sr. André Feulner, SSJ  
and St. Joseph’s Day
Irene Hughes^	  
in memory of Helen E. King
Mary Virginia Hughes	

Maureen Hughes	 
in honor of your Villa years
Louise and Eugene Humenay

Suzanne and Keith Hunting^

James Huston	

Maureen and Leonard Huya

Charles J. Iannello* 
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Janice Iesue^	

Lou Ignaczak	  
in memory of Peggy Ignaczak
Nancy and Robin Ingols	  
in honor of Sr. Margaret Frank, SSJ
Insurance Management Co.

Interstate Security, Inc.	

Ron Intrieri	  
in memory of Marilyn Intrieri
Olivia Isil	 
in memory of Anna Ciccozzi and in 
honor of the good sisters who taught 
at St. Ann’s, Sacred Heart and Villa 
Maria Academy
June Janson	

Eileen E. Jefferys	

Andrea Jew^	

Jiffy Print, Inc.	

Lucy R. John	

Jacklyn A. Johnson 
in memory of  
Wayne and Matt Johnson
Kathleen Joint and James 
Zeitler 
in honor of Sr. Ann Marie Joint, SSJ, 
Nancy Zeitler and Caitlin McDonald
Penny and David* Jones 
in memory of Mary Jones
Ronald Jones	  
in memory of William Hilbert, Sr.
Rose Jones	

Anne E. Jordan	

Nancy Jordan	

Dawn and Charles Joy	

Carol L. Joyce	

Donna M. Juniewicz	

Colleen Kacprowicz	

Cate Kager	

Linda and Frank Kaleta	

James Kalie	

Walter T. Kalista	  
in memory of Casimira Kalista
Patricia and Daniel Kalivoda

Thomas Kalkhof	

Marjorie Kaminsky	

Mona and Jay Kang	

Rita Kapsar	  
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rachael McGuire, SSJ
Kathryn M. Kase	

Joan E. Kautsky	

Annie Kaverman	

Rev. Msgr. Charles Kaza	

Kathleen Kearney	

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Sisters, 
My late Godmother, Patricia Joyce M. of 
Meadville, PA, was given great care and kindness 
by members of your order, starting in the late 
1950s. The grace she received went forward in the 
many lives she went on to touch. Thank you!   
C. A., Washington, PA 

Michael Weiss visits with his cousin 
Lucille DeStefano, SSJ, and his 7th 
grade teacher, Catherine Manning, SSJ
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ST. JAMES HAVEN
2023 turned out to be a year of incredible expansion for  
St. James Haven. We assisted 130 guests and provided 2,865 
bed nights - the highest number of bed nights the shelter has 
offered since its 1996 opening. Our community provided  
215 nightly meals to feed our guests. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation 
and other generous donors helped the Haven with increased 
security - a concrete retaining wall, privacy fencing, and a new 
black top. A new air conditioner was installed, and seven new, 
sturdier bunk beds were delivered. Also, countless donations of 
essentials were received daily to make our shelter run efficiently.

2023 proved to be an excellent year of fundraising, starting with 
our monthly “Drive-Thru” Community Dinners, providing 
a home-cooked meal. In gratitude, thank yous ranged from a 
smile to a donation.

We  held our annual fall “Sound Off for St. James Haven” 
worship-concert event at the shelter. This fun-filled afternoon 
included live worship music performed by local churches, 
delicious food from several local food trucks, and Haven tours. 

St. James Haven is blessed with two amazing Resident Managers 
who oversee the nightly operation of the Haven, and an 
Executive Director who works closely with local social service 
agencies to assist our guests as they transition into independent 
living. The Board and volunteers provide support, food, time, 
and talents. 

We could not be more pleased with the success of our mission 
and look forward to what 2024 will bring!   

Samantha Stump, Executive Director

ST. PATRICK’S HAVEN
Thanks to a generous 2023 award of $25,000 from the Sisters of 
St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation, St. Patrick’s Haven 
continued providing our guests with a safe and welcoming 
environment. The Foundation’s support helped cover the cost 
of security, housing, and furniture, along with upgrades to 
the security system, 
fire alarm, and new 
insulation as a result of 
the 2022 fire.

St. Patrick’s Haven 
resumed operations at 
239 East 12th Street 
in Erie last July with 
not only the generous 
support and prayers  
of the Sisters of  
St. Joseph but donations from the Erie Community, and those 
who support and volunteer with our ministry. We would not be 
back without you. 

The Haven assisted 251 men, providing a total of 6,692 beds to 
guests in 2023. 

On average:

•	 we provided 20 beds each night

•	 the length of a single stay was eight days

•	 the total time spent at the Haven was 27 days

Twenty-two guests stayed at the Haven for over 100 days, and 
the longest stay was 349 days.

Over half of the people who stay with us live with a mental 
health problem. Around 40% have a long-term illness or a 
disability, and almost one-third drink alcohol or take drugs. On 
any given night, five veterans stay with us, averaging 10% of all 
the guests who are welcome at St. Patrick’s Haven.

Shelby Folga, Executive Director

c/o 5031 West Ridge Road 
Erie, PA  16506-1249
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SSJ NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK
Our mission and service to Erie is rooted in, and fed by, the 
generosity of so many. This enables us to add those life-giving 
energies which nurture the growth of our ‘dear neighbor.’  
Our obligation is paramount, and we celebrated many milestones  
in 2023.

•	 The 2023 Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation Grant of $25,000 was 
used to complete a Unified Neighborhood Plan. 

•	 The SSJNN embarked on a new six-year cycle of funding with our tax credit partners 
through the PA DCED Neighborhood Partnership Program (NPP). 

•	 A joyful event in Little Italy was held in May with partner Highmark Health and their 
subsidiary United Concordia Dental. 

•	 We honored Bhutanese refugees Anil and Dirpa Pradhan, who graduated from the 
NPP-funded Genesis Homebuying Program in 2020.

•	 The 10th year of the Little Italy Farmers Market kicked off in June. The mission stays 
rooted in providing healthy, affordable, and local produce to the people of Erie while 
bringing our neighbors together. We provided a record $18,000 in market match bonus 
bucks for SNAP, WIC, and FMNP voucher shoppers.

•	 In the fall we dedicated Anthony’s Garden, the former Namaste Garden, next to Larry’s 
Market on Sassafras, honoring our beloved late Anthony Cortes.This space will serve as 
an expanded produce garden and educational space for all.

•	 After a combined 17 years of tireless service to making a lasting difference in our 
neighborhoods, Lora Caldwell and Margarita Dangel retired. Their compassion and 
zeal for our neighbors, volunteers, donors, and more cannot be commended enough. 

•	 We welcomed new team members Patrice Swick and Jennifer Kennedy, both longtime 
supporters of the SSJNN.

Heather Caspar, Executive Director, and Susannah Faulkner, Development Director 

SAINT MARY’S HOME ASBURY RIDGE
In 2023, we served over 300 seniors and their families. 
The mission of Loving to Care was brought to life by more 
than 180 employees and 43 volunteers. Asbury Ridge 
also served as a clinical site to more than 250 nursing and 
therapy students attending local schools and training 

programs. We completed two major facility projects including the expansion of the 
Carriage Homes at Asbury Ridge and the renovations in Residential Living and 
Personal Care to create four two-bedroom apartments. 

We were honored to represent senior care in the Erie region with a visit from  
Dr. Valerie Arkoosh,  Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services. 
Dr. Arkoosh toured the Personal Care facility while hearing first-hand from the 
residents and staff the importance of the services Saint Mary’s provided seniors and 
their families in our corner of the state. 

Residents were engaged and active in many fun events, keeping busy with popular 
activities such as a baking group and therapy dogs visits. Outdoor games, including 
the new Bocce Court - funded through the 2023 Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & 
Ministries Foundation - summer picnics, gardening, and community outings were 
highlights for many!

Allen Bonace, President and CEO, and Emma Berkstresser, Director of Marketing & 
Development 

SSJ Neighborhood Network, 425 West 18th Street, Erie, PA 16502, 814-454-7814, rgraham@ssjnn.org         
www.ssjnn.org

May 27, 2016

Dear Friend:

“From my point of view, God is the light that illuminates the darkness, even if it does not dissolve it, 
and a spark of divine light is within each of us.”  - Pope Francis

Thank you for sharing your light with the SSJ Neighborhood Network.  We are blessed that you have been a part of our 
mission and ministry to illuminate the darkness for so many.  We could give you many examples of how you have helped 
people through sharing your gifts in some way with the SSJNN but for the purpose of keeping our annual appeal letter short 
we thought we would share just one of the many stories of success.

To the left is Tek.  Tek, who is a Bhutanese refugee, came to live with us in 2011 in one 
of our Genesis Houses.  In the Bhutan, Tex and his family lived in a refugee camp in 
deplorable conditions.  In the beginning Tek called Wally Brown daily for numerous 
issues, “How do I use the grass cutter (didn’t realize you had to turn it on), my car broke 
down – can you help (it was out of gas), just to mention a couple.  Tek worked hard to 
learn everything “American” and in 2012 found a full time job and purchased his first 
home.  In 2014 at the encouragement of Wally, Tek attended the SBDC business devel-
opment class and developed a business plan to open a Bhutanese grocery store.  In 2015 
the store opened and is thriving.  In 2016 Tek took a second job as the regional manager 
of an agency providing home care assistance.  Tek shows us all that hard work really does 
pay off.  Genesis continues to provide affordable housing and opportunities for personal 
growth by providing affordable housing and home ownership preparation.

Recently you received our Annual Report which included additional stories of success 
focused on creating a spark of light in the lives of others.  This report also gave a statisti-
cal review including the state of financial affairs of the agency.  We are blessed to operate 
with low administrative costs between 4 and 6 percent thanks to our dedicated volun-
teers.  This means that at least 94% of your donation goes directly to provide programs 
thus “reducing the darkness” to a greater extent.  

We hope that you are able to support us this year with whatever you are able to afford.  
We are very thankful for you and could not complete our work without your assistance.

If you are interested in seeing our 990 and/or our most recent audited financial state-
ments, please check out our website (www.ssjnn.org) or go to GuideStar (http://www.
guidestar.org) where you can review the 990’s of all charitable organizations you may be 
interested in donating to.  

Sincerely in Peace,

<<Label>>

	
	

SSJ	Neighborhood	Network,	425	West	18th	Street,	Erie,	PA	16502,	814-454-7814,	rgraham@ssjnn.org									
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May 17, 2016 
 
Dear Friend: 
 
“From my point of view, God is the light that illuminates the darkness, even if it does not dissolve it, and a 
spark of divine light is within each of us.”  - Pope Francis 
 
Thank you for sharing your light with the SSJ Neighborhood Network.  We are blessed that you have been a part of our 
mission and ministry to illuminate the darkness for so many.  We could give you many examples of how you have helped 
people through sharing your gifts in some way with the SSJNN but for the purpose of keeping our annual appeal letter 
short we thought we would share just one of the many stories of success. 

 
To the left is Tek.  Tek, who is a Bhutanese refugee, came to live with us in 2011 in one of 
our Genesis Houses.  In the Bhutan, Tex and his family lived in a refugee camp in 
deplorable conditions.  In the beginning Tek called Wally Brown daily for numerous issues, 
“How do I use the grass cutter (didn’t realize you had to turn it on), my car broke down – 
can you help (it was out of gas), just to mention a couple.  Tek worked hard to learn 
everything “American” and in 2012 found a full time job and purchased his first home.  In 
2014 at the encouragement of Wally, Tek attended the SBDC business development class 
and developed a business plan to open a Bhutanese grocery store.  In 2015 the store opened 
and is thriving.  In 2016 Tek took a second job as the regional manager of an agency 
providing home care assistance.  Tek shows us all that hard work really does pay off.  
Genesis continues to provide affordable housing and opportunities for personal growth by 
providing affordable housing and home ownership preparation. 

Recently you received our Annual Report which included additional stories of success 
focused on creating a spark of light in the lives of others.  This report also gave a statistical 
review including the state of financial affairs of the agency.  We are blessed to operate with 
low administrative costs between 4 and 6 percent thanks to our dedicated volunteers.  This 
means that at least 94% of your donation goes directly to provide programs thus “reducing 
the darkness” to a greater extent.   

We hope that you are able to support us this year with whatever you are able to afford.  We 
are very thankful for you and could not complete our work without your assistance. 

If you are interested in seeing our 990 and/or our most recent audited financial statements, 
please check out our website (www.ssjnn.org) or go to GuideStar (http://www.guidestar.org) 
where you can review the 990’s of all charitable organizations you may be interested in 
donating to.   
 
Sincerely in Peace, 
 

 
 

Rose	Graham				Sister Phyllis Hilbert    Wally Brown    Gretchen Durney    Lora Caldwell    

	
	

SSJ	Neighborhood	Network,	425	West	18th	Street,	Erie,	PA	16502,	814-454-7814,	rgraham@ssjnn.org									
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 Kendra Flatley    Margarita Dangel    Colleen Burbules    

Barbara Noonan  Joanne Sprickman 
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Sarah Kearney	  
in memory of  
Srs. Maura Ann O’Connor, SSJ and  
Grace Marie Boyle, SSJ
Dorothy and Howard Keil

Virginia and Anthony Keim

Barbara Keim	

Lisa M. Kelleher^	 
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Charlene Kellerman and Lisa 
Locke	
Julie M. Kelley	  
in honor of Sr. Lucille DeStefano, SSJ
Dan Kelly	  
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Jane M. Kelsey	

Phyllis Kempter	

Ellen and Jon Kennedy	

Judy A. Kennedy^	  
in memory of Sue Schaller 
Mary Jo and John Kennedy

Kenneth Kensill	

Alice Ann and Don Kenton

Shirley A. Kepler^	  
in memory of Sr. Teresa Bohren, SSJ
Wendy and Greg Kern	  
in memory of Patty McLaughlin
Mary Kern	

Karen and Emil Kesselring

Joan F. Kessler	

Mary Jane Kidd	  
in honor of Sr. Mary Fromknecht, SSJ
Mary Ann Kiehlmeier	  
in memory of  
Sr. Narcise Reasbeck, SSJ and  
Ann Marie Bach
Rev. Neil Kilty	

Jenny Kim	  
in memory of Sr. Dorinda Young, SSJ
Jennifer M. King	

Kathy and Bruce King	

Geraldine and Tom King	  
in memory of Loeta Derby

Kathleen Kinzig	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Frances Mulligan, SSJ
Chris H. Kirchhoff, Jr.	  
in memory of Edward Pawlowski
Mary and Edward Kissell

Jeanette E. Kitch	 
in honor of  
Srs. Mary DePaul Sabella, SSJ and 
Mary Carol Hoke, SSJ 
Sandra and Douglas Kitts 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Robert Kitts and the Steve 
Wasiesky families
Nancy Klaus	  
in honor of Sr. Margaret Frank, SSJ
Kathleen Klebanski^	

Helen T. Klebes	  
in memory of Robert and Theresa 
Wood and in honor of Mary 
Margaret Wood Scypinski
Midge H. Klebes	

Patricia Klenk	  
in memory of Charles Klenk and 
Richard and Edna MacDonnelly
Catherine and J. Patrick 
Kloecker	 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Kloecker and Diefenbach 
families
Joseph E. Kloecker	  
in memory of Katherine A. Kloecker, 
VMA Class of 1946
Patricia and James Kloecker

Renee A. Kloecker	  
in memory of Connie Kloecker Weiser 
and Francis V. Kloecker, Jr.
Kathleen Koch 
in memory of Patricia Tomczak
Carol and Richard Koehler

Paula and Joseph Kohler

Leonard J. Kolakowski+	

Koldrock Waters, Inc.	

Rev. Thad T. Kondzielski	

Angie Kontur	

Maureen and Alan Koseff

Mary and Edward Koster

Darlene and Thomas Kozesky^ 
in memory of Jane MacEwen

Karen and Ronald Krahe

Denise Krainski	  
in memory of  
John Klier and Linda Gier
Katherine Krainski	

Mary Lou Krantz	  
in memory of George Krantz, Jr.
Rev. Henry L. Krebs 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Hilbert and Wurst families
Karen Krepcho	  
in memory of Karl (Bud) Krepcho
Elaine and Martin Krepcho 
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Rev. Philip Krill^	

Carla Krott	

Anna Krupicz^	

Linda R. Kruszewski^	  
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
William M. Kuba	  
in memory of  
Sr. Joanne Crawford, SSJ
Lynn and Dennis Kudlak	

Mary Ellen Kuhn	

Linda and Stephen Kuhn

Kevin Kunik	  
in memory of  
Joyce Rinderle Washburn
Martha and William Kurtzhals

Kathleen Kutz^

Frank J. Lackovic	  
in memory of Catherine Lackovic
Noreen and Steven Lafuria 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the LaFuria family
Jeanne Marie Lamb	

Evie Lamont^	  
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Janice Mary Lamotte	

Nancy D. Langowski^	  
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Mary and Urban Lariccia

Janice L. Larrey	  
in memory of Martin Larrey and in 
honor of Sr. Margaret Frank, SSJ
Becky and John Lascuola

Christine and Mark Lashinger 
in memory of  
George and Mary Lashinger
Que and Frank Lasky 
in memory of  
Sr. Joseph John McDonald, SSJ
Charles Lattanzi	  
in memory of Mary Grace Lattanzi
Katherine and Carl Lauer

Mary Laughtin^	  
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Margaret M. Laukaitis	

Christine Laythe	  
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ
Carol LeCorchick	  
in memory of Frank Scozzie
Mary Ellen and Norman 
Ledwin

Margaret and David Lefaiver

Bonnie Lehman	  
in memory of Vera and John Hubicz
Mary Lenk	
Darlene Leonard	  
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
Kristin and Joseph Leone

Barbara and Paul Leone	  
in memory of Therese Vieira
Linda and Duane Lerch	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Thomas Downing, SSJ
John Lesko	

Frances and John Letterio 
in memory of Elisabeth Letterio and 
Rose Cuzzola

is an amazing 
donor platform 
available to share 
your support of 
the Sisters and 
their ministries. 

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023 Giving Results:

34 total donors

$3,578  total gifts

2023 saw an 80% increase in donors and a 

93% increase in gifts over the previous year.

Dear Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Sr. James Francis is the reason I went to VMC 
back in 1970.  She had befriended my mother at 
a course they were both taking. Sister suggested 
to Mom that I might enjoy Villa Maria College. I 
was an awkward, insecure teenager. Villa turned 
me into a secure and self-assured woman. It was a 
perfect fit!  Sr. James Francis (and my Mom!) were 
correct as usual! M.R., Edinboro, PA
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Kathleen Levis	

Jody Lewis	  
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Mary Lewis	  
in memory of Larry Lewis
Patricia and Sidney Lewis

Kathleen and Thomas Lieb

Valerie and Jim Lindenberger 
in memory of Dan Geary
John M. Lindsay	

Sheila and Kenneth Lininger 
in memory of Helen Lininger
Maggie Link	

Mary Jo Lipani	

Anne-Marie and Todd Liszka

Barry and Cynthia Locke

Douglas Loesel	

Loesel-Schaaf Insurance 
Agency, Inc.	

Thomas Loftus	  
in memory of Chris Loftus
Jenna Lombardo^	  
in memory of Joyce Washburn
Mary Kay Long	  
in memory of  
Sr. Marie Rosaleen Hart, SSJ
Barb Lorei	  
in memory of  
Paul Lorei and Charles Horn
Denise M. Lorei	

Renie and F. Brady Louis

Tricia Louis	

Joyce Loychik	  
in memory of Alex Loychik
Susan and Mark Lucas	

Paul A. Lukach	

Kathy A. Luschini	

LeaAnne and Raymond Luzier

Barbara and John Lye	  
in memory of Jay Lye
Rita and Robert* Lyle	

Anne Lynch^	  
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Judith Lynch	

Rachel and Nora Lynch	  
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Mary and Patrick Lyon	

Mary Lyons	  
in memory of Thomas Lyons
Kathryn and Mark Maasz

Patricia MacArthur	

Deborah Ann and John Maciak 
in memory of Patricia DeVore
Sheila and Timothy Mack

Kim and Robert Mackowski 
in honor of Sr. Mary Fromknecht, SSJ
Eileen MacKrell	  
in memory of Jean and Joe MacKrell
Mary Jane MacKrell	

Angelia M. Madalena 
in memory of  
John and Rose Madalena and 
George and Helen Zahoransky
Joan Magistrella	

Joy Mainzer Greco	

Deborah Majewski^	  
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Claudia and Paul A. Major^

Marie and Mitchell Malecky 
in memory of  
Sr. Marie Claire Kearney, SSJ
Tina and Michael Malpiedi 
in memory of Lena and Tony 
Malpiedi and Mary and Ed Ras
Jean and Michael Malthaner

Mary Margaret and James 
Malue

Lisa Manendo	  
in memory of Thelma Manendo
Patricia and Thomas Mangold

John Manley	  
in memory of Carole Manley
Rev. Robert A. Manning	  
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. 
Manning and in honor of  
Sr. Catherine Manning, SSJ

Connie and Luther Manus

Deborah and G. Paul Manzi 
in memory of Phyllis Bidwell
Jeanne M. Maras	 
in memory of Susanne Eileen Schaller
Gerri Marino	  
in memory of Frank J. Marino
Richard J. Markiewicz	

Harry M. Markopolos 
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Patricia and James Marnella 
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rachael McGuire, SSJ
Daria and Phil Marnella	  
in memory of Therese Vieira
Carol and Dave Marsden

Christina Marsh^	  
in honor of Tim NeCastro
Patricia and Richard Marshall 
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Robert Marshall	

Rev. Dennis A. Martin	  
in honor of the Retired Sisters
Sheila and Jack Martin	

Michael P. Martin	

Paula R. Martin^	  
in honor of Dennis, Joe and John
Patricia and Joseph Martone 
in honor of C.F. Brown
Michelle and Joseph Martucci

Linda Martzall	  
in honor of Rose Caldwell
Ann E. Marx^	

Cynthia and Leo Marzka

Kathleen Massello^	

Lisa K. Massello	  
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Arnold Tann, SSJ

Judy and Patrick Mastrian 
in memory of Florence Mastrian
Marion Mateicka	  
in memory of Dolores and John 
Thomas, Kathleen Paonessa Obert, 
and Susan Baldoni Szczerbacki and 
in honor of the VMC Class of 1974
Mary Jo Matheis	

Jane Matheis-Kirk	  
in memory of Jack Kirk and  
Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ
Ruth Mathes^	

Susan and Jerry Matteson^ 
in memory of Fr. Joseph Gregorek
James B. Mattis	  
in memory of  
Sr. Marie Paul Ashworth, SSJ  
and in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rita Kuhn, SSJ
Barbara and Joseph Mattis 
in memory of Sr. Joan Thomas, SSJ 
and Marian Thomas
Sandi and John Matts	

Donna Maycock	  
in memory of Emily Matson Onderko
Patricia Mayer	  
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Brzozowski family
Rev. Msgr. Richard G. Mayer+

Jennifer Mays^	  
in memory of Joyce Washburn
Kathleen Mays	

Mazzini Charitable  
Foundation, Inc.	

Kathleen McCarthy	

Richard J. McCarty	  
in honor of Sr. Ricarda Vincent, SSJ
Karin and Richard McCormick 
in memory of Paul DeSante
Sr. Phyllis McCracken, SSJ

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Thank you for your generous donation to our 
pantry. Your thoughtfulness, prayers, and 
community support are greatly appreciated. Your 
continued support of all Northwestern PA is truly 
a gift to us all. These donations allow us all to give 
out items we could not normally afford. Thank 
you for remembering us and our mission again 
this year to feed the hungry.  
Saint Boniface Food Pantry, Erie, PA.

Sr. Mary DePaul Sabella, SSJ Sr. Perpetua Dickant, SSJ
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Tina and Ward McCracken 
in memory of Sr. Joan Thomas, SSJ
Margaret McCrarey	  
in memory of Robert McCrarey, 
Robert Timmons and Betty Stoner
Sue and Geoffrey McCreary

Mark A. McCullough	

Margaret McCurdy	

George Will	  
in memory of Lee McEnery and in 
honor of Rosemary Schaller
Barbara and John McGaughey 
in memory of  
T.J. and Mary L. Kornacki
Kathleen and Jeffrey 
McGovern

Bridget McGuinness and 
Dennis Schaeffer	  
Thank you for all you did for the 
VMA girls!

Jean and James McGuinness 
in honor of the VMA Class of 1960
Edwin McKean	

Carla and Jonathan McKrell

Eileen McLaughlin	

Julie A McLaughlin^	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Patricia E. McLaughlin+	  
in honor of  
Srs. Mary Arnold Tann, SSJ and 
Mary Rita Kuhn, SSJ
Sheila Marie McLaughlin

Susan McMahon	

Gladys and David McNelis

Nancy and Peter McNelis 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kay McNelis, SSJ
Linda McQueen	  
in memory of  
Deacon Harvey McQueen
Kathleen and James Meko 
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
Geralyn and Paul Meleason

David V. Mendicino 
in honor of Carol and Jim Hermann 
and the Sisters of St. Joseph
Tina Mengine	

Pam Sue and Steven Mennen

Shelly and Jeffrey Mennini

Ruth and Paul Mercier+

Christine and Robert Merrer 
in honor of  
Srs. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ and 
Marianne Stuckert, SSJ
Robert E. Merski^	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Heidi and Thomas F. Messina^

Cathy and Richard* Mester 
Doreen Metz	

Ed Metzger	

Christine A. Meuser^	  
in memory of Charles Meuser, Jr.

Carol and Paul Michael 
in memory of Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ 
and in honor of  
Sr. Margaret O’Brien, SSJ
Cecelia Michelotti	

Eileen Miehl	

Catherine and Jerry Miele 
in memory of Elmer and Mary Miele 
and Richard J. Martin
Madeline S. Miele	

Franca and Gary Mihna	

Laurie and Kevin Mikielski 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Katherine Mikolich	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Mary Ann and George Miller 
in honor of Srs. Josette Gocella, SSJ  
and André Feulner, SSJ
Joan M. Miller	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Patricia Miller	  
in memory of Thomas Miller and in 
honor of Donoven Derochers

Carolyn and Patrick Miller 
in memory of Sr. Michaela Fox, SSJ
Carol and Patrick Mingarelle

Deborah and John Mingey 
Judy Minichelli	  
in memory of Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ
Bobbie and Brandon Minnick 
in honor of the marriage of  
Joe Hilbert and Christina Ohmer
Michael F. Mischle^ 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Linda and Thomas Mish	  
in honor of Srs. Anne Marie Joint, SSJ 
and Jude Marie Talarico, SSJ
Barbara A. Mitchell 
in memory of  
Sr. Marie Paul Ashworth, SSJ
Josephine and Earl Mittelmeier 
in memory of Catherine Pirrello
Steve P. Mizner	

Mary F. Mobilia	

Mary K. Mohr	  
in honor of Sr. Millicent Zimmer, SSJ
Michael Monocello	

Peggy Lynn Montag-Liebel 
in memory of 
Joan and Bernard Montag
Kellly and Anthony Montefiori

Julianne and Christopher 
Moore

Rita and Charles Moore 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kay McNelis, SSJ
Lien Moorehead	  
in memory of  
Srs. Marie Eileen Moyer, SSJ and 
Martha Rinderle, SSJ
Darlene Morello^	 
in memory of Priscilla Passare
Kathleen Morgan	

Marjorie U. Morgan	  
in memory of Ella Mae McDougall, 
Sue Glosner and Louise Albu
Patricia Moroz	

Mary Mosher	  
in honor of VMA and VMC teachers
Julianne and Saul Mosora

Claudia Mosso^	

Maureen and James Motter 
in memory of Sr. Michaela Fox, SSJ
Carolyn Mraz^	  
in memory of Marguerite Becker
Kathleen and Henry 
Mroczkowski	

Dawna Mughal	

Mary E. Mullen	

William Mullen	

Joseph Mulligan^	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ  
from the Mulligan family
Patricia and Thomas Mundy 
in memory of  
Dorothy and Delmar Tully
Barbara Munro	

Debbie and Michael Murnock 
in honor of  
Sr. Ann Patricie Murnock, SSJ and 
Msgr. James Peterson
Mary Ellen and Thomas 
Muroski	

Ellen and Curtis Murphey

Jill and Craig Murphey	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
David J. Murphy	

Dorothy E. Murphy	

Joan and Owen Murray	

Patricia A. Murray	  
in memory of Srs. Eileen Marie 
Moyer, SSJ and  
Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Deborah and Donald Musolff

Thomas Myers	  
in memory of Annie E. Myers
Mary and Dennis Nagosky 
in memory of  Michael and  
Victoria Namey
Marie A. Namey	

Theresa and Gene Natale

Bea and Tim Natale	

Janet and Daniel Nawrocki

Lisa and Timothy NeCastro

Mary T. and Todd Nelson	

Dear Sisters, 
Thank you for your generous donation to the 
Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church. We are 
home to the Elmwood Food Pantry and The Erie 
Free Store, and we stay involved with many other 
events that aid everyone in the community. We 
provide lunches for the Upper Room and dinner at 
Our Neighbors Place warming shelter. Thank you. 
Elmwood Avenue Presbyterian Church, Erie, PA

Dear Sisters,
Please accept these donations in memory of our mom. 
Mom was a long-time tenant of Heritage Apts.   
Sr. Margaret Frank could not have been more helpful to not 
only mom, but to me in those last hard months. As the days 
and weeks and months pass by, we continue to return to 
our new normal, and are comforted by where mom is now, 
thanks to our friends and family. Please keep mom in your 
prayers & again, thank you and God Bless.  
B.D., Conneaut, OH
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Debra and Larry Neubauer

Richard Neuer	

Linda Newara	

Mary Jo and Vincent Newara

Rita and Donald Newell	

Judith C. Newlin	

Janet Newman	

Suzanne Mary Newman	

Aimee Nicolia^	

Janet Nicolia	  
in memory of Sr. Mary
Theodore J. Niebauer Jr. 
in memory of Theodore and  
Winifred Niebauer and  
Sr. Lois Marie Niebauer, SSJ
Kerry and Charles Niederriter^

Brandi A. Niedzielski	

Nancy Ann and Robert Nielsen 
in memory of  
Ben and Theresa Reeger
Jean Nies	

Caroll and Terence A. 
Niewolny^	  
in memory of Marguerite Becker
Eileen and Peter Nill	

Eleanor Norfolk	

Valerie A. Novacco	  
in memory of Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Mary Jane and John Novalis 
in memory of Mary Fedorko,  
Sr. Rose Ann Fedorko, SSJ, and  
John and Veronica Novalis and  
in honor of Mary Fedorko
Mary Lou Noyer	  
in memory of  
Srs. Mary Pascal Gray, SSJ,  
Mary Thomas Downing, SSJ, and 
Agnes Clare Krepcho, SSJ
Sally and Paul Nunes	

Maximilian J. Obuszewski 
in memory of Josephine Obuszewski
Suzanne and Patrick O’Connell

Rev. Terry M. Odien	  
in memory of Fr. Pat Engel
Penny and Joseph Ohmer 
in honor of  
Sr. Marilyn Zimmerman, SSJ
Marlene Ohmer	

Nettie and Thomas Ohmer 
in memory of Ann and Bob Ohmer
Marlene Okel	  
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Theresa Olcese	  
in memory of  
Ellamarie Olcese Bledsoe
Nora Olds^	
Ruth and Arthur Oligeri	 
in memory of Marian Gleisner
Deborah S. Olon^	  
in memory of Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Marie Olon	  
in memory of Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Loretta and Robert Olson

Mary Ann and Alan O’Neil 
in memory of Giuliana O’Neil
Marge and Ronald Onslow 
in memory of  
Sr. Rebecca Ann Costa, SSJ
Carleen and Darryl Onuschak 
in honor of Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ, 
on her 98th Birthday
Christine and George Opron

Margaret Orchard	  
in memory of Mary Lou Orchard
Rev. Phillip M. Oriole	

Fidelis and Edward Orr	  
in memory of Donald and Vera Willis
Richard Orzepowski 
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Ronald Osiecki	  
in memory of Joyce Osiecki
Osteopathic Cardiology 
Associates, LLC	

Christine Ostrowski	

Mary Ann and Edward 
Overfield	

Frances T. Page	  
in honor of Sr. Dorothy Wilwohl, SSJ
Mary Beth and Daniel Pais

Renee Palagyi^	  
in memory of Jane MacEwan
Bethany Palmer	

Sr. Colette Palmer, SSJ	  
in honor and memory of the living 
and deceased Sisters of St. Joseph
Dorothy and Douglas Palmer 
in honor of Sr. Colette Palmer, SSJ
Herbert Palmer	

Regina A. Palmer	

Shauna Pandolfino 
in memory of Margaret Deter-
Corraine (Sr. Camilla Deter, SSJ)
Philip A. Papotnik	  
in memory of Anna Papotnik
Marylisa^ and Alan J. Paprocki 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Joseph Parlak	  
in memory of deceased members of 
the Parlak Family
Beverly Parshall	  
in memory of Ronald Parshall
Rev. Gregory P. Passauer 
in memory of  
Bill Passauer and Kaye Wink
Andrea and Charles Patterson

Susan Patti^	

Anna and Wade Patton	  
in memory of  
Maurice and Regina Nelson
Loretta and Timothy Patton

Douglas A. Pelkowski 
in memory of  
Srs. M. Adrianne Pelkowski and  
M. Aloysius Pelkowski
Mary Ellen and Vincent 
Pellegrini	

Concetta Ann Pellerite	  
in honor of Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ
Paul Pellerite	

Geraldine and John Pendill

Judy and Peter Pentz	  
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Susan H. Perry	  
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rachael McGuire, SSJ
Carole Peters^	

Jean Petersen	  
in honor of Sr. Marianne Stuckert, SSJ
Jacqueline and James 
Peterson

Jean Peterson	  
in memory of Thomas Peterson and 
Sr. Gertrude Marie Peterson, SSJ and 
the deceased members of the Peterson 
and Mahoney families
Joan and Jerome Peterson

Tracey Peterson	

Wayne Peterson	

Claire Petruso	  
in memory of Mary Humenay
Betty and Sam Petruso	
Sheila Petulla^	  
in memory of Louis Petulla
Ellen A. Pfadt	  
in memory of Judge William and 
Jeanne Maley Pfadt
Joyce V. Pfadt	

Mary D. Pfadt	  
in memory of  
Judge William and Jeanne Pfadt
Mary Pfister^	  
in honor of  
Sr. Claudia Dombrowski, SSJ
Jeanne and Carmen Phillips 
in memory of our parents and brother
Joanne Phillips^	  
in memory of Robert Phillips
Karen Phillips	

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Dear Sisters,
Please accept this donation on behalf of a few members of the 
VMA Class of 1971. We meet frequently for breakfast and 
to share our lives whenever one of us has a surgery, etc., we 
collect money for meals, comfort gifts, etc.  Recently one of 
our classmates had a hip replacement and additional money 
was sent to me after we had already provided gift cards for 
meals for her. When I asked the classmate who prefers to 
remain anonymous, what she preferred we purchase for her, she 
decided to donate to the Sisters of St. Joseph “because it was 
the SSJ’s and our beloved VMA that brought us all together.” 
Our friendships have lasted over 50 years.   
We are grateful to all of you, VMA Class of  1971

Dear Sister,
As a young girl at Villa, I struggled scholastically 
but Sr. Phyllis DiFuccia helped me to see that my 
strengths were perhaps in other areas of life. I’m 
reminded of the life lessons from VMA constantly.
C.D., Larame, WY
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Robert Phillips^ 
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Judy Piano	

Mary Ann and Michael 
Piccirillo

Kathy and Robert Piccirillo

Gerri Piecuch	  
in memory of  
Ralph and Sophie Bruno
Marius Piecuch	

Mary and Gerald Pierzynski

Judith Pietrasiewicz 
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Michael Pietrowski	

Janet and Joseph Pilewski 
in memory of our parents and in 
honor of our children
Angeline and Robert Pilewski^ 
in memory of Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Amy Pillitteri	

Carol and Joseph Pillitteri

Barbara and Edward Pisarchick 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the VMC class of ‘59 and in honor 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph who taught 
there
Nancy Pistone	  
in memory of Janice Pistone and 
William (Billy) Weiler
Christine and Leon Piurkoski

Susan R. Plizga^	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Carla Poirier	

Mary Ann Poli	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ and 
in honor of  
Sr. Lucille DeStefano, SSJ
Barbara Pollock	

Yvonne D. Pollock^	  
in memory of Helen Dombrowski
Kathleen Pomorski+	  
in memory of Sr. Leonie Shanley, SSJ
Philip H. Pompeani	  
in memory of  
Hugh and Virginia Pompeani
Carolyn and William Power

Stephanie Powers	
Judy Pratt	  
in memory of Deacon David Pratt
Mary Pratt	  
in memory of Glenn W. Pratt and in 
honor of Sr. Caroline Extein, SSJ

Jane and Frank Pregler	

Charles N. Prenatt	  
in memory of Barbara Prenatt
Janet R. Price	

Isabel Prischak	

Karen Prizinsky	

John M Pross^	

Marie Przepierski	 
in memory of Ed Przepierski
Michele Pulice	  
in memory of Don and Rinda Pulice 
and Melanie Pulice Malyuk
Sarah Purvis	
Margaret A. Pyle	  
in memory of  
Jacob and Genevieve Farrell
Ann and John Quinn	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Stephen Quinn	  
in memory of Carol Jean Hohler 
Quinn Portenier and  
Terri Lehane Quinn
Mary and Thomas Quinn	

Rabe Environmental Systems 
employees and families	

Anne and Michael Rahner^

Wilma and Richard Rahner 
in honor of the  
Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA
Debby and Sunil Raina	

Deborah Ranish	

Carolyn Jean Rarick	

Patricia Rarick	  
in memory of Jennifer Calvelage
Jane and John Rastetter 
in memory of Kathy Bills
Mary Lou and Michael Rathers 
in honor of Skip Simmons
Janis Ray	

Christine M. Reed^	  
in memory of  
Richard and Mary Reed
Marilyn Regan	  
in memory of Frank and  
Claire Gredler and in honor of  
Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ
Donald J. Reichert	  
in memory of Sr. Rita McNulty, SSJ
Carol and William Reinhold 
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ,  
Agnes Priscaro, Richard Abel, and  
Jim Sandala
Kenneth J. Reisenweber

Marilyn E. Reiser	  
in memory of Patty McLaughlin
Tina Renick^	  
in memory of Alice DiSanto
Joseph Repasky	  
in memory of  
Sr. Joachim Onuffer, SSJ
Patricia Reymore	  
in memory of Sr. Dorinda Young, SSJ 
and Arthur R. Martinucci
Joan M. Reynolds	 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Mary Georgia Rezsutek 
in memory of  
Sr. Kathryn Connolly, SSJ
Linda Rhone	

Margaret and Michael Rich

Billie L. Rickrode	

Jane and William Riddle 
in honor of  
Sr. Marilyn Zimmerman, SSJ
Frank Riley Family 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Amanda Bloomfield and John 
Rinderle^ 
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Mary Rinderle	  
in memory of Sr. Celine Rinderle, SSJ 
and Deacon Edward Rinderle
Margo and Douglas Roberts 
in memory of  
Sr. James Frances Mulligan, SSJ
Rebecca Roberts	

Mary and William Robson

Margaret and Robert Rodak 
in honor of  
Sr. Rose Marie Chisholm, SSJ
Jennifer and Jason Roeback^

Janet M. Rogers	  
in memory of Therese Vieira
Anita and Daniel A. Rogowski^ 
in memory of  
Srs. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ  
and Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Nan Rohan	  
in memory of Sue Schaller 
Linda Rohrbach	  
in memory of Charles F. Rohrbach
Mary and Frank Rojek	

Carmen A. Romeo+ 
in memory of Sr. Mary Rose Romeo, SSJ 
and the deceased members of the 
Carmen Romeo family
Carmen J. Romeo+	

Danielle and Philip Romeo^ 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Peg and Robert Romeo 
in memory of Sr. Seraphim 
McCafferty, SSJ and  
in honor of Sara and Andy Romeo
Michelle A. Rose^	  
in memory of Sr. Geraldine Olon, SSJ
Marilyn G. Rositer	  
in memory of Jack Prehoda
Jane and Darrell Ross	

Joan F. Rowland	  
in memory of Jane T. Mientkiewicz 
and Joseph Mientkiewicz
Dolores Rudolph	  
in memory of Robert Rudolph
Dolores Rudy	

Carl D. Rupp	

Joann and James Rupp	

Peggy Rusnak	  
in memory of Anthony Rusnak and 
Arthur R. Martinucci
Janet Russell	

Dear, Almi, Ms. Seng, and the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
“This food assistance is very helpful for our family. It 
helps us to have adequate food for our daughter and 
fill the gaps so we can get through the week. St. Martin 
Center is a blessing to our family.” – Diane receives 
assistance from the food pantry. Your faithful support 
continues to turn a difficult situation around for this 
family and many others. Thank you for making it 
possible for us to change lives in our community. With 
thanks, many thanks! St. Martin Center, Erie, PA

Thank you for remembering my family in your 
prayers.  Please remember them again as it helps 
those of us who love them so much. Thank you, 
M.B., Naples, FL
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The SSJs are Sitting Pretty!
The Sisters of St. Joseph live in a lovely 
Community Living Center (CLC) on 
a sprawling campus filled with nature’s 
seasonal beauty. Now, they are blessed 
that their friends, family, and students 
have dotted their surroundings with 20 
benches in which to relax and enjoy the 
great outdoors.

The Foundation hoped to place 12 
benches, easily accessible every 50 yards 
or so around the property. We were 
thrilled that the desire to provide the 
Sisters this outdoor comfort grew to 20 benches!

The jaunt between benches, mapped out with great care by  
Deb Seng, Director of Sister Services, and Brian Tenney,  
Maintenance Manager, is a good walking distance to the next 
bench for a respite and another unique view.

The donor’s message on each bench is distinctive. We hope you  
can visit and see all the unique messages while experiencing joy  
and fun as you sit with a Sister in the Sun!

Anonymous
Mike & Paula Barrett
The Larry & Edwin Bindseil Families
Arlene Chaney and Jeanne Marie Ryan
The Drexler Family 
The Gausman Family
Joy Mainzer Greco 
Allene Grisé
Matt, Kaetlyn, and Sarah Hauser
Midge Hilbert Klebes
Mary Lyons

Captain Eileen F. MacKrell, USN
Eileen McLaughlin
Nellie Orr Cyr and David Cyr
Peggy and Anthony Rusnak
The Children of Sr. Sally Villa, SSJ
Villa Maria Academy Class of 1954 (2 benches)
Villa Maria Academy Class of 1970
Shelley and Mike Vybiral
Lisa Winschel
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(Top left, clockwise) Fr. Jerry Simmons blesses the benches; Sr. Mary and Cathy  
supervise Facility crew members Don Olson and Dave Cook; benches before assembly; 
Sisters Lucille DeStefano, SSJ, and Marjorie Adams, SSJ, enjoy the sunshine;  
Sr. Mary, and Mike & Sue Drexler try out their family bench; Sr. Mary Arnold Tann, SSJ, 
and Sr. Mary Rita Kuhn, SSJ, sit on the bench donated in their honor by VMA Class of ’70
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Mary and James Rutkowski

Carole Ryan	

Elaine Ryan	

Christine and Joseph Rys 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ,  
Stella Rys, and Alan Heineman
Sacred Heart Class of 1948

Wendy J. Sadlier	

Deborah and Joseph Salamon 
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Shauna and James Salanger^ 
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Wanda and Anthony Salvia 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Anderson and Salvia families
Beth Sammartino	

Doreen and Joseph Sanfratello 
in memory of Elvira Sanfratello and 
Betty Miller
Rev. Msgr. James E. Sanner 
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rachael McGuire, SSJ
Joan Santangelo	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Karen Crawford, SSJ
Sharon T. Santia	

Paul and Pauline Saternow 
in honor of Kathy Higgins
Jetta Savelli	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Joyce Savocchio	

Elizabeth S. Scarpelli^	

Carmelita Schaaf	  
in memory of  
Ann Cuzzola and Chuck Schaaf
Linda and Joseph F. Schaaf^ 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Laura Schaaf^	  
in honor of  
Sr. Carol Morehouse, SSJ
Rosemarie and William Schaaf

Liz and John Schell	

Nancy R. Schmeltz	  
in memory of  
Sr. Loretta Berry, SSJ
James A. Schmitt^	  
in memory of Lucille Reisenweber 
Schmitt and Mary Alice Fitting
Joseph J. Schmitt	 
in memory of Sylvia Schmitt, 
Ann Marie Buki, and Raymond 
Brzozowski and in honor of Patricia 
Brzozowski Mayer
Patricia Schnaekel	  
in memory of Sr. Miriam Doyle, SSJ 
and Sr. Joseph Doyle, SSJ and in 
memory of Jerry Kuruc, Melinda  
and Jim Moffit, and Willard and 
Cecilia Doyle
Claudia Schneider	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Kay McNelis, SSJ
Mary Jo Schraml^	  
in memory of Jane MacEwen
Mary and Gary Schreiber 
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Audrey Schroeck	  
in memory of Thomas Schroeck
Suzanne E. Schuerman 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Frances Becker, SSJ
Marie and Frank Scicchitano 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Orso and Scicchitano families
Marguerite and John Scullin

Lisa Scully	

Marleen R. Scully	

Sharon and T. Sean Scully 
in honor of Marleen Scully
Thomas A. Scully	

Christine and Terry Scutella 
in memory of Jacqueline Scutella
Jeffrey Sedelmyer^	

Brian Seelinger	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Sam J. Seggi, Jr.	

Constance Sementilli	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Norman Whitehouse, SSJ
Ann M. Semler	

Laura and James Semple

Deborah K. Seng	 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Charleen Sertz	

Emily and Ronald Sertz	

Joseph Sette	  
in honor of Catholic Sisters Week
Carolyn and George Seymour 
in memory of Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ
Mary Ann Shade	

Karyn Shaffer	  
in memory of Clifford J. Shaffer and 
in honor of 
Sr. Jude Marie Talerico, SSJ
Marilyn A. Sharp	  
in memory of  
Margaret and Ernest Sharp
Margaret and Patrick 
Shaughnessy	

Charlotte and Harold Sheldon 
in memory of Mark DiVecchio
Joy Sherred	

Eleanor Shifter	  
in memory of Mary and Elmer Miele
Cass and Jay Shimek	
Maryann and Brian Shipley^ 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Barron, Shipley, Strauch, and 
Albrecht families
Rose Marie A. Shramick	  
in memory of  
Cecilia and Edward Shramick
Marcheta and Laurence 
Shrefler

John W. Shreve	

Marilyn and John Sidelinger

Siebenbuerger Ladies Auxiliary 
in memory of Joyce Washburn

Rev. Msgr. Richard R. Siefer 
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Antonina and Charles Siggia 
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ, 
Joseph and Lena Yapello, and Rosalie 
and Damiano Siggia
Roselyn Simchick	

Rev. Jerome S. Simmons

Sharyn and Gregory Simons

Mary Simons	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Prem and Kripa Singh	

Shruti and Ravi Singh	

JoAnn and William Sipple

Victoria and Mark Sitter	  
in memory of Helen Sitter
Lucille Sitzler	  
in memory of Fred Sitzler and  
Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ and  
in honor of Dave Sitzler
Kathleen and Kent Sivillo	
Madeline and Paul Skala*	  
in memory of Paul Skala
Robert Skrypek	

Judith and John Skuce	  
in memory of Gerri Gallagher
Mary Slick^	  
in memory of Saveria Tauber
David C. Slomski^	

Julie Slomski	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci 

A special welcome to our new donors.  
Your gifts are noted with a ‘ ^ ’

Prayers to our donors who passed during  
2023. These gifts are noted with a ‘ + ’

Dear Sisters,
As I read the petite journeys, I found/saw a 
picture of a Sister in her habit. It brought me back 
to 1948 when I went to Erie, PA to go to  
Saint Vincent School of Nursing. The Sisters 
helped me graduate to become an RN. It was nice 
to have that time brought back to me.  God Bless.
M.P., Westfield, NY

Sisters of St. Joseph Rosary Group

Carry these Sisters in your minds and hearts. Their 
presence and faithful work in the world - along 
with that of many others like them - is worthy of 
respect, support, and honor. E.W.,  North East, PA



27

Slovak National Club	

David Slubowski	  
in memory of Nancy Slubowski and 
in honor of Ed Slubowski
Denise H. Smith^	

Evelyn Smith	

Gail A. Smith*	

Smith Collision, Inc.	  
in honor of the employees at Smith 
Collision, Inc.
Kathleen and Gary Smith 
in memory of Samantha Smith
Roberta and Jerome Smith 
in memory of Robert and Kay Keim 
and in honor of  
Roberta Smith and Francis Keim
Julie Smith	

Laurie Smith	  
in memory of  
Sr. Modesta Ferguson, SSJ
Mary M. Smith	  
in memory of Sr. Rebecca Ann Costa, SSJ  
and in honor of  
Srs. Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ,  
Margaret O’Brien, SSJ and  
Nancy Fischer, SSJ
Pat Smith	

Debra and Patrick Smith

Uta Smith	  
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Miriam and Maurice Snyder 
in memory of Sr. Joan Thomas, SSJ
Marilyn and John Sobotincic

Society of Holy Trinity Group 
#240	

Rebecca and David Sonnenfeld 
in honor of Sr. Nancy Sonnenfeld, SSJ 
Barbara and Franklin Sonnie^ 
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Kristen Sours^	  
in memory of Joyce Washburn
Mary Speice	  
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph
Jen and Michael Spellacy

Robert L. Spiegel	

Marlene Spires	  
in honor of Srs. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ 
and Mary Drexler, SSJ
Elizabeth O. Spriegel^	

Lorraine Squeglia	

SSJ Associates	  
in memory of  
Patty McLaughlin and Thomas Lyons
Barbara and Richard Steele^ 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Colleen Ann and Michael 
Steenberge	  
in honor of  
Sr. Mary Rachael McGuire, SSJ
William Steger	  
in honor of  
Sr. Margaret Ann Hardner, SSJ
Roberta Steinhoff	

Pattie and Stephen Stempka

Pamela L. Stepnowski^	

Pauline Stevens	  
in memory of Dr. Richard Stevens 
and in honor of St. Vincent staff of 
35 years
Judith Stewart	

Mary F. Stewart	 ^

Mary Jean Stewart	

Theresa and John Stickler 
in honor of Sr. Patricia Krosh
Mary Lou Stolinski	

Peter Stolz	  
in memory of Henry and Joan Stolz 
and Joseph and Stephan Stolz
Danelle and David Stone 
in memory of  
Srs. Joseph John McDonald, SSJ, 
Mary Irene Lunger, SSJ and  
Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Bernard Straub	  
in memory of Elaine Straub
Mary Ellen and Michael Straub

Marlene and Paul Straub

Rose Strazisar	

Catherine Streff^	

Mary Strenio	  
in memory of  
Sr. Rebecca Ann Costa, SSJ
Norbert P. Strobel	

Karen M. Stromenger-Bearss^ 
in memory of  
Sr. Grace Marie Doyle, SSJ
Marlene and John Stuckert

Patricia Stuckert	

Diane and William Stumpf 
in memory of Geraldine Gallagher
Thomas Suddes	

Christianne and Richard 
Sukitsch	

Gayle Sullivan	  
in memory of  
Harold and Elsie Sullivan
Kathleen C. Sullivan	  
in memory of  
Srs. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ, 
Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ,  
Helen Claire Sullivan, SSJ,  
Mary Pat Sullivan and Mary Humenay
Mary Beth and Kevin Sullivan 
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Thomas Downing, SSJ 
Janice Suscheck^	 
in memory of Helen and Bill Connors
Susan Sutter	

Janet and Herbert Sweny

Anne and Donald Swift	

Sharon and Leo Swigonski 
in memory of Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
Rev. Msgr. John W. Swoger

Kathleen and Ronald 
Symington 
in memory of Andy D. Nuzzo
Mary and Raymond Szoszorek

Sr. Jude Marie Talerico, SSJ

Lisa Tarquinio	  
in honor of Sr. Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ
Jayme and Michael Taylor

Robert Taylor	  
in honor of the 70th birthday of 
Nancy E. Dusckas 
Karol and Scott Taylor	  
in memory of  
Harry and Mebane Taylor
Mary and John Tedesco 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Rose Ann Teed	  
in memory of Jane MacEwen

Patricia and Michael Tellers 
in memory of  
Mary Tellers and Bob Smolinsky
Mary Ann and Daniel 
Tempestini	  
in memory of Angela Barabas and 
deceased family members and friends
Annemarie and Brian Tenny

James F. Terwilliger 
in memory of  
Sr. Marilyn Terwilliger, SSJ
Susan Tesore-Cross	

Gary Thomas^	  
in memory of Robert H. Haibach
Richard Thomas	

Rosemary A. Thomas	

Mary Ellen Ticchione	  
in memory of Josie Costantino
Agnes Tillerson	  
in memory of Z. Borawski and 
deceased family members
Sr. Marie Timmons, SSJ	

Patricia and John Timon	

Tipperary West	  
in memory of Trish Sinnott Hardner
Mary and Russell Todd	

Jo and Rocco Tomasino	  
in memory of Teri Vieira
Michele Joan Tomczak	

Judith and David Tome^ 
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Cindy and Ken Tome	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Sonja Marie Toner	

James Toohey	  
in memory of Marguerite Becker
Marlene Trambley	  
in memory of  
Sr. Martha Ann Rinderle, SSJ
Jennifer Trapp	

Mary Ree Travers	

Elizabeth Trura^	

Dear Sisters,
I just finished the Thanksgiving meal that you 
so very kindly provided. It was excellent. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who participated in the 
preparation and delivery. God Bless all of you.  
J.P., Erie, PA

Dear Sisters,
It’s hard to put into words how grateful I am. 
Thank you for all the meals, hugs, and the 
beautiful smiles. C.D., Emporium, PA
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Janice and G. Thomas Tssario 
in memory of Margaret Green
Kathryn and David Tullio 
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Rev. Thomas L. Tyler	

Pamela Tylwalk	

Natalie Uht^	  
in memory of Marguerite Becker
United Way of Southwestern 
PA

Audrey and David Urban

Diane and Richard Valahovic

Connie and Robert Valimont 
in memory of  
Sr. Anastasia Valimont, SSJ  
and in honor of our parents
Mary Jo and Erik Van Der Kaay 
in memory of  
Sr. Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ
Mary Beth and Mark Van 
Winkle	  
in memory of  
Srs. Mary Rose Rossiter, SSJ and 
Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ
Peggie and Donald Vargas

Patricia and Michael Varrato

Joni and Mark Vatavuk	
Clarice Vayda	  
in memory of Sr. Clarice Ritzel, SSJ 
and in honor of George Ritzel
Jean Ann Verdecchia 
in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Diane Verdecchia Byrne 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Byrne and Verdecchia families 
and in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Francis Verostek	

Beth and Joseph Vieira 
in memory of Raymond Draszkiewicz
Mary R. Villa	  
in memory of Chuck Villa
Brenda and Ben Villa^	
Villa Maria Academy Class of 
1954	

Villa Maria Academy Class of 
1970	  
in honor of Srs. Mary Rita Kuhn, SSJ 
and Mary Arnold Tann, SSJ
Villa Maria Academy Class of 
1971	

Villa Maria Academy Class of 
1976	

Villa Maria Academy Class of 
1983	

Villa Maria Cathedral 
Preparatory Catholic School

Catherine Vincent^	  
in memory of Dolores Mosakowski
Robert M. Vincent	

John Violi^	  
in memory of Mark A. DiVecchio
Patricia and Michael Visnosky

Beverly A. Vogt	

Connie and Gerald Vogt

Shelley and Mike Vybiral

Gretchan and Kenneth Wagner 
in honor of Sr. Mary Drexler, SSJ,  
Sr. Margaret Pellerite, SSJ,  
Kathy Higgins, and all the  
Sisters of St. Joseph
Owen Wagner	

Ann Marie Waite	

Aniko Walker	

Eleanor Walker	  
in memory of Deacon Robert Walker, 
Sr. and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Smith 
and in honor of  
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Christa Ward	

Renee and James Warden

Diane Warner	

Natalie and James Washbur^ 
in memory of  
Joyce Ann Rinderle Washburn
Nancy and Richard Washek

Mary Ann Watters	

Elizabeth R. Way	

Wendy and Charles Weber

Ruth Wehrer	  
in memory of Paul J. DeSante
Margaret and John Wehrle

Marguerite Weibel	

Marjorie and Leonard Weidner

Patricia and Patrick Weimer 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Mary Anne Weiner	

Richard Weiser	  
in memory of Paul DeSante
Judith and Thomas Welch^ 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Patricia and Robert Wellington

Marcia Welsh	  
in memory of  
Jack and Mary Ellen Jobes

Dear Sisters,
Thank you for everything your ministry is doing.   
You are always in our prayers. W.G., Crossville, TN

Colleen and Harvey Welton^ 
in memory of Joyce Washburn
Donna and Donald Werle 
in memory of  
Sis and Whitey Weidenboerner 
David Wesmiller^	 
in memory of Ann Marie Bach
Linda and Scott Whalen	

Patricia Wheeler	  
in memory of  
Srs. James Frances Mulligan, SSJ and 
Mary Pascal Gray, SSJ
Mary Ann White	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Frances Mulligan, SSJ  
and Patricia McLaughlin
William White and Ben Hetrick 
in memory of William White, Sr. and 
Kenneth L. White

Gayle Whitman	  
in honor of Sr. Josette Gocella, SSJ
Glenn R. Whitman	

Toni Whitmore^	

Carolyn and Robert Wiesen 
in memory of David, Tom, Margeret, 
and Mary Ann Wiesen
Betsy and David Wiest	  
in memory of Sr. Kathleen Blair, SSJ, 
Theresa Viera and in honor of  
Srs. André Feulner, SSJ and  
Phyllis DiFuccia, SSJ
Terese Wieszczyk	 
in memory of  
Raymond Wieszczyk, Sr.
Deborah and Stephen G. 
Wiley^ 
in memory of Maxine Fromknecht
Linda Wilford^	

Spring 2023

Fall 2023
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Ron Wilga	

William Wilhelm	

Darleen Wilkinson^	

Linda Williams	

Christel M. Willis^ 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Cynthia and George Willis

Elizabeth Wilson	

Sr. Dorothy Wilwohl, SSJ

Debbie and William Winarski

Janet O. Blatt Windahl	

Carole Wingerter	 
in memory of Thomas Wingerter
Lisa and Thomas Winschel 
in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
and in memory of Chuck, Nancy and 
Paul Campagne
Linda Winters	  
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Skurcenski and Jerry Winters
Sue Ann and Richard 
Wisniewski	
Annette and Thomas 
Wittmann 
in memory of  Mary Humenay
Wm. T. Spaeder Co., Inc.	

Carol Woeppel and Carol 
Inman

Deanna Wood^	  
in memory of Sr. Naomi Wood, SSJ
John Wood	  
in memory of Bobbie Wood
Rita T. Wood	  
in memory of Sr. Mary Yvo, SSJ
Margaret and Ronald Woolf 
in memory of Msgr. Richard Sullivan 
and in honor of  
Sr. Moira Sullivan, SSJ
Mary and Ted Wright 
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Anne Marie and Frederick 
Wuenschel	

Jerry L. Wuenschel	

Roberta and Robert Yaklich

Kathy and Tim Yerdon	  
in honor of Sr. Josephine DePetro, SSJ
Kathleen A. Yochim	  
in memory of our parents,  
Marge and Dick Kaiser

Janet Yoke	  
in memory of Sr. Carol Wilcox, SSJ 
and in honor of  
Sr. Margaret O’Brien, SSJ
John Young	  
in memory of Darcy Young
Nancy S. Young	  
in memory of  
Sr. James Francis Mulligan, SSJ
Patricia A. Young^	  
in memory of Patricia McLaughlin
Elizabeth Yount	

Odelia Yoursh	

Jean Marie Yurkovic 
in memory of  
James and Kathy Yurkovic
Lucy and Martin Yurkovic

Mark Zajac	  
in memory of Louise Zajac
Therese and Richard Zamboldi

Mary Ann Zarnick	 
in memory of the deceased members 
of the Zarnick and Wojtkeilewicz 
families and in honor of  
Sr. Susan Herzing, SSJ
Bonita and Michael Zatorsky 
in memory of Richard Kirsch
Emil J. Zaunick	

	

Dear Sisters,
Thank you so much for the delicious Thanksgiving 
dinner. It was very good. I really enjoyed it. God 
bless all of you wonderful Sisters of St. Joseph for 
what you do. J.W., Erie, PA

Jane Marie Zawacki	  
in memory of  
Srs. Margaret Arcella Proesl, SSJ, 
Judith Gausman, SSJ   
and Anita James Gausman, SSJ 
Jane and Robert Zawadzki

Barbara and Leonard 
Zawistowski	
Beth and Francis Zelina	  
in memory of Arthur R. Martinucci
Kathleen and Walter Zeznick 
in memory of  
Sr. James Frances Mulligan, SSJ and 
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Keener
Sue and Timothy Zich	  
in memory of  
Sr. Mary Joan Beauseigneur, SSJ

Marcella Zill	  
in memory of Marcella Andrews
Dora Zimmer	  
in honor of Journey Jean, Marie 
Lauren, Liz Peapples, and Joanne 
Barry and in memory of Dave Arata
Caroline Zimmerman 
in honor of  
Sr. Marilyn Zimmerman, SSJ
Jane Zimmerman	 
in memory of Mary Humaney
Rosalind and John Zimmerman

Helen Joyce Zipper	

Betty Zito	

Carolyn C. Zur	

Dear Sisters,
God Bless you for all you do for others. Regards, 
T.G., Pinehurst, NC

BeautyBeauty

Summer 2023

Winter 2023
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Dear Sisters in Christ,
I cannot begin to tell you how much the gift of the 
beautiful prayer shawl meant to me. Knowing that 
it was made in prayer was a very special blessing to 
me. It came at a time I needed it in my life. 
My love and prayers to you. C.O., Erie, PA

The SSJ Mission & Ministries  
Prayer Shawl Ministry of Comfort and Love
If you or someone you know would benefit from the comfort offered by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph through a special prayer shawl, please contact Cathy 
Fresch, SSJ Mission & Ministries Chief Vision Officer, at 814-836-4253, 
cathy.fresch@ssjerie.org, or https://ssjmmf.org/ministries/#prayers.

Prayer Shawls lovingly made by 
Margaret Gardner
Heartfelt Hands Ministry - Sacred Heart Prayer Shawl Ministry
St. John’s/Holy Rosary Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Joseph Church/ Bread of Life Community
and many others

	 James Francis Mulligan, SSJ	 Teresa Marie Bohren, SSJ	 Elizabeth (Betty) Ruza, SSJ        
	 April 2, 1925 - February 26, 2023	 July 2, 1930 - May, 18 2023	 April 1, 1936 - December 15, 2023
               	 76 years of religious life 	 74 years of religious life	 69 years of religious life
                                                                                          		   (formerly Sr. Mary Olive)
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SSJ Neighborhood Network, 425 West 18th Street, Erie, PA 16502, 814-454-7814, rgraham@ssjnn.org         
www.ssjnn.org

May 27, 2016

Dear Friend:

“From my point of view, God is the light that illuminates the darkness, even if it does not dissolve it, 
and a spark of divine light is within each of us.”  - Pope Francis

Thank you for sharing your light with the SSJ Neighborhood Network.  We are blessed that you have been a part of our 
mission and ministry to illuminate the darkness for so many.  We could give you many examples of how you have helped 
people through sharing your gifts in some way with the SSJNN but for the purpose of keeping our annual appeal letter short 
we thought we would share just one of the many stories of success.

To the left is Tek.  Tek, who is a Bhutanese refugee, came to live with us in 2011 in one 
of our Genesis Houses.  In the Bhutan, Tex and his family lived in a refugee camp in 
deplorable conditions.  In the beginning Tek called Wally Brown daily for numerous 
issues, “How do I use the grass cutter (didn’t realize you had to turn it on), my car broke 
down – can you help (it was out of gas), just to mention a couple.  Tek worked hard to 
learn everything “American” and in 2012 found a full time job and purchased his first 
home.  In 2014 at the encouragement of Wally, Tek attended the SBDC business devel-
opment class and developed a business plan to open a Bhutanese grocery store.  In 2015 
the store opened and is thriving.  In 2016 Tek took a second job as the regional manager 
of an agency providing home care assistance.  Tek shows us all that hard work really does 
pay off.  Genesis continues to provide affordable housing and opportunities for personal 
growth by providing affordable housing and home ownership preparation.

Recently you received our Annual Report which included additional stories of success 
focused on creating a spark of light in the lives of others.  This report also gave a statisti-
cal review including the state of financial affairs of the agency.  We are blessed to operate 
with low administrative costs between 4 and 6 percent thanks to our dedicated volun-
teers.  This means that at least 94% of your donation goes directly to provide programs 
thus “reducing the darkness” to a greater extent.  

We hope that you are able to support us this year with whatever you are able to afford.  
We are very thankful for you and could not complete our work without your assistance.

If you are interested in seeing our 990 and/or our most recent audited financial state-
ments, please check out our website (www.ssjnn.org) or go to GuideStar (http://www.
guidestar.org) where you can review the 990’s of all charitable organizations you may be 
interested in donating to.  

Sincerely in Peace,

<<Label>>

	
	

SSJ	Neighborhood	Network,	425	West	18th	Street,	Erie,	PA	16502,	814-454-7814,	rgraham@ssjnn.org									
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May 17, 2016 
 
Dear Friend: 
 
“From my point of view, God is the light that illuminates the darkness, even if it does not dissolve it, and a 
spark of divine light is within each of us.”  - Pope Francis 
 
Thank you for sharing your light with the SSJ Neighborhood Network.  We are blessed that you have been a part of our 
mission and ministry to illuminate the darkness for so many.  We could give you many examples of how you have helped 
people through sharing your gifts in some way with the SSJNN but for the purpose of keeping our annual appeal letter 
short we thought we would share just one of the many stories of success. 

 
To the left is Tek.  Tek, who is a Bhutanese refugee, came to live with us in 2011 in one of 
our Genesis Houses.  In the Bhutan, Tex and his family lived in a refugee camp in 
deplorable conditions.  In the beginning Tek called Wally Brown daily for numerous issues, 
“How do I use the grass cutter (didn’t realize you had to turn it on), my car broke down – 
can you help (it was out of gas), just to mention a couple.  Tek worked hard to learn 
everything “American” and in 2012 found a full time job and purchased his first home.  In 
2014 at the encouragement of Wally, Tek attended the SBDC business development class 
and developed a business plan to open a Bhutanese grocery store.  In 2015 the store opened 
and is thriving.  In 2016 Tek took a second job as the regional manager of an agency 
providing home care assistance.  Tek shows us all that hard work really does pay off.  
Genesis continues to provide affordable housing and opportunities for personal growth by 
providing affordable housing and home ownership preparation. 

Recently you received our Annual Report which included additional stories of success 
focused on creating a spark of light in the lives of others.  This report also gave a statistical 
review including the state of financial affairs of the agency.  We are blessed to operate with 
low administrative costs between 4 and 6 percent thanks to our dedicated volunteers.  This 
means that at least 94% of your donation goes directly to provide programs thus “reducing 
the darkness” to a greater extent.   

We hope that you are able to support us this year with whatever you are able to afford.  We 
are very thankful for you and could not complete our work without your assistance. 

If you are interested in seeing our 990 and/or our most recent audited financial statements, 
please check out our website (www.ssjnn.org) or go to GuideStar (http://www.guidestar.org) 
where you can review the 990’s of all charitable organizations you may be interested in 
donating to.   
 
Sincerely in Peace, 
 

 
 

Rose	Graham				Sister Phyllis Hilbert    Wally Brown    Gretchen Durney    Lora Caldwell    
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 Kendra Flatley    Margarita Dangel    Colleen Burbules    

Barbara Noonan  Joanne Sprickman 

(Left standing and sitting) Allen Bonace, President & 
CEO, and Emma Berkstresser, Director of Marketing 
& Development - Saint Mary’s Home Asbury Ridge; 
(Center standing) Samantha Stump, Executive 
Director - St. James Haven, (Center sitting) Shelby 
Folga, Executive Director - St. Patrick’s Haven, (Right 
standing and sitting) Heather Caspar, Executive 
Director, and Susannah Faulkner, Development 
Director - SSJ Neighborhood Network
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SSJ Neighborhood Network’s youth 
programs continue to be a bright spot 
in its ministry. After-school tutoring 
is up and running and enrichment 
programs and field trips have 
included making tie blankets and 
meeting the dogs and cats at the ANNA Shelter. 
Applications for our Youth Work Experience are 
open for teenagers 14-17 years old. Thank you to 
our tutors and field trip chaperones who make 
these opportunities possible.  
  
St. James Haven (Meadville) ended 
2023 serving 130 men, offering 
the highest number of bed nights 
(2865) since opening in 1997. Our 
Third Thursday dinners continue 
to be a success.  In February, we 

served jambalaya and corn bread, sponsored by 
Allegheny College and Remax. 

St. Patrick’s Haven (Erie) officially 
launched its 40th anniversary with 
a PSA campaign and volunteer 
appreciation brunch. We’re 
choosing to ‘commemorate’ rather 
than celebrate the anniversay 
because there’s nothing to 
celebrate about homelessness until it no longer 
exists. The volunteers who make St. Patrick’s 
Haven possible were celebrated, however, at the 
appreciation brunch. We are blessed that Sr. Mary 
Fromknecht, SSJ, who founded St. Patrick’s Haven 
40 years ago, is still actively engaged with the 
Haven and attended the brunch.

Ministry News and Happenings

we  
remember
 
Deceased Sisters 
Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ 
March 30, 2024

Elizabeth “Betty” Ruza, SSJ 
December 15, 2023

Deceased Associates 
Gail Smith  
March 6, 2024
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The Illness of Polarization

Transforming grace is the power of love. It is a gift which 
draws us closer to God. 

If we acknowledge our need for transformation, we will 
experience the limitlessness of God’s grace. That grace is 
transformational for each of us, if we are open to it. 

In his book, Living Confidently in God’s Unfailing Love, Jerry 
Bridges writes, “The basis of our relationship with God is often 
on what we do rather than the acceptance of God’s grace which 
transforms us in and by love.”

Let us pray to be open to the grace of transformative love— 
that we might reflect that love to our neighbors. 

Is there a cure?

Mary Drexler, SSJ      Phyllis McCracken, SSJ      Carol Morehouse, SSJ 
President             Treasurer         Secretary

Visit ssjerie.org where you can 
search for a Sister by her first 
name, last name, or former 
religious name. You can also 
submit your prayer requests 
on our website, via email at 
prayercall@ssjerie.org or by 
calling 814-836-4232. Our Sisters 
pray the rosary each day for the 
intentions we receive. 

Do you want to find 
or re-connect with 
one of our Sisters? 

Do you have a prayer 
request or special 
intention?

Volume 6   No. 1   •   Spring 2024

The Foundation Team ventured to 
North Carolina in April to thank 
our donors for their support. Sun 
and fun were abundant!
(Top left, clockwise) Cathy, Carol and 
Almi spent a sunny afternoon with Larry 
Bindseil; Captain Carol showed our friends 
a wonderful afternoon on her pontoon 
boat; A member of an award-winning 
dance troupe called Sophisticated Ladies, 
Paula Barrett (second from left) and her 
friends, following a show at a Pinehurst 
senior center, auditioned four new dancers; 
Sr. Mary joined our visit with  
Michael Barrett. 
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experience the limitlessness of God’s grace. That grace is 
transformational for each of us, if we are open to it. 

In his book, Living Confidently in God’s Unfailing Love, Jerry 
Bridges writes, “The basis of our relationship with God is often 
on what we do rather than the acceptance of God’s grace which 
transforms us in and by love.”

Let us pray to be open to the grace of transformative love— 
that we might reflect that love to our neighbors. 

Is there a cure?

Mary Drexler, SSJ      Phyllis McCracken, SSJ      Carol Morehouse, SSJ 
President             Treasurer         Secretary

Visit ssjerie.org where you can 
search for a Sister by her first 
name, last name, or former 
religious name. You can also 
submit your prayer requests 
on our website, via email at 
prayercall@ssjerie.org or by 
calling 814-836-4232. Our Sisters 
pray the rosary each day for the 
intentions we receive. 

Do you want to find 
or re-connect with 
one of our Sisters? 

Do you have a prayer 
request or special 
intention?
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2023 marks the Sisters of St. Joseph Mission & Ministries Foundation ninth year of doing good 
works as an SSJ sponsored Ministry. The Foundation supports the Sisters and our neighbors 
through your philanthropic giving and our Board of Trustees’ commitment to excellent oversight. 

We know that growing the Foundation is important to the Sisters and their unwavering donors.   
Thank you for your continued confidence in our organization and your selfless resolve to support 
the Sisters now and in the future. 
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% of Total Gifts Received:

% of Total Distributions:

  3%

Gifts in Kind	

  11%

11%

  34%

  41%
Unrestricted 
to the 
Foundation

Restricted 
to the SSJ 
Congregation

Restricted to 
Thanksgiving

Restricted to 
Grants	

  28%

  21%
  31%

  20%

Restricted to 
the Sisters and 
their Ministries

Thanksgiving

Grants 
Distributed to 
Ministries

Grants Received 
for the SSJ 
Congregation

As we look into the future, we will 
continue to be there to fund and advocate 

for the work of the Sisters and  
their ministries.  
Brittany Taylor,  

Trustee - Secretary /Treasurer
 

It is my hope to contribute to further the mission 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Their tireless effort 
advances a sense of community that reflects 

God’s love for all people.  
Ernie DiSantis,  

Trustee - Grantmaking Committee
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2024 SPRING APPEAL

God’s grace is at work in YOU,
just like God’s grace inspired the hearts, minds, and actions of the first 

six Sisters of St. Joseph in Le Puy, France, nearly 375 years ago, and 
beginning 165 years ago with our Sisters in the Erie Region. Fast forward 

to today and you will see the loving SSJs continuing their unbreakable 
union with God and neighbor. 

The Sisters’ lives are directed by 100 Maxims of Perfection, written in 1560 by  
Jean-Pierre Médaille, SJ, a Jesuit Priest who was instrumental in the founding of the  

Sisters of St. Joseph. The maxims emphasize a life of spirituality and a person’s relationship 
with God, others, and self. They not only continue to inspire the Sisters in their grace-filled 

work, but the maxims are a confirmation of who YOU are: 

o	 In your faith, you accept as much grace as God gives you. 

o	 In your kindness, you do ordinary good with extraordinary care.

o	 In your generosity, you serve the needs of our time. 

We have needed you and YOU have responded. 
Thank you for mirroring the faith, kindness, and generosity of the Sisters of St. Joseph.

DONATE TODAY
by using the enclosed envelope or 

make your secure gift at www.ssjmmf.org

To read all 100 Sisters of St. Joseph Maxims, join the Foundation Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/ssjmmf

 (one Maxim is posted every Wednesday)
and follow up with all the Maxims posted on the Foundation Website Newsfeed:

www.ssjmmf.org/news/
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	 	Erie Gives Day	
	 Support Erie nonprofits, including the Sisters of St. Joseph and the SSJ ministries -  

Saint Mary’s Home of Erie, The SSJ Neighborhood Network, St. James Haven,  
and St. Patrick’s Haven 

		 SSJ Foundation Day	
	 Enjoy a French-themed Soiree with the SSJs to celebrate the founding of the  

Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA.
               
	 36th Annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner & Appeal 		
	 Help us continue to serve over 1,300 neighbors and support more than  

60 organizations in our community. 
	 GOAL: $100,000

	 	#iGive Catholic Giving Day	
	 Support Catholic organizations including the Sisters of St. Joseph through 

the SSJ Mission & Ministries Foundation and the SSJ ministries -  
Saint Mary’s Home of Erie, The SSJ Neighborhood Network, St. James 
Haven, and St. Patrick’s Haven 

                     For more information, please visit ssjmmf.org
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SSJ Neighborhood Network’s youth 
programs continue to be a bright spot 
in its ministry. After-school tutoring 
is up and running and enrichment 
programs and field trips have 
included making tie blankets and 
meeting the dogs and cats at the ANNA Shelter. 
Applications for our Youth Work Experience are 
open for teenagers 14-17 years old. Thank you to 
our tutors and field trip chaperones who make 
these opportunities possible.  
  
St. James Haven (Meadville) ended 
2023 serving 130 men, offering 
the highest number of bed nights 
(2865) since opening in 1997. Our 
Third Thursday dinners continue 
to be a success.  In February, we 

served jambalaya and corn bread, sponsored by 
Allegheny College and Remax. 

St. Patrick’s Haven (Erie) officially 
launched its 40th anniversary with 
a PSA campaign and volunteer 
appreciation brunch. We’re 
choosing to ‘commemorate’ rather 
than celebrate the anniversay 
because there’s nothing to 
celebrate about homelessness until it no longer 
exists. The volunteers who make St. Patrick’s 
Haven possible were celebrated, however, at the 
appreciation brunch. We are blessed that Sr. Mary 
Fromknecht, SSJ, who founded St. Patrick’s Haven 
40 years ago, is still actively engaged with the 
Haven and attended the brunch.

Ministry News and Happenings

we  
remember
 
Deceased Sisters 
Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ 
March 30, 2024

Elizabeth “Betty” Ruza, SSJ 
December 15, 2023

Deceased Associates 
Gail Smith  
March 6, 2024
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